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Maſter BoNNELL GEORGE 
THroRNTON, 


Of Orchard-Street, Weſtminſter. 


DEAR SIR, 


"Tarn E are ſundry Inſtances of our 
Bleſſed Saviovk's Fondneſs for Children, 
as a Man; and He has aſſured us, we can 
have no Part in Him without imitating 
their Innocence and Simplicity. This is 
ſo evident, that though you are yet ſcarce 
three Years of Age, you will ſoon be able 
to read and underſtand it: and in a Seaſon 
will reflect, I truſt, with Pleaſure, that you 
have been the Patron of a well-intended 
— 0 5 1 Work, 


F I 4 | \ 7. ck 1 
* 1 * 1 A . a PF, f * Liza * 4 A I * N * © 
p . > 3 N 7 N 140 ; | : 1 #4, . 
ee eee 


i DEDICATION. 


Work, almoſt as ſoon as you could go alone. 
It is very natural to ſuppoſe, that you will 
one Day make no ſmall Progreſs in Science, 
and riſe with great Eaſe from one Degree 
of Eminence to another under the Eye, 
Example, and Bleſſing of ſuch Parents, and 
be enabled to thank Gop, amongſt other 
good Scholars, that there is nothing ſo 
pleaſant as Wiſdom, and nothing ſo uſeful 
as Learning. 

I am with the greateſt Sincerity and the 


mts inevitable AMGR;on to. the Eldefk Son 
of BONNELL and SyLvta ThorNTON, 


Your moft hearty Friend, 
' CHRISTOPHER SMART. 


Weſtminfer, | 
Febr. 24, 1708, 
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PARABLES. 


PARABLE I. 
425 be Sotver and the Seed. 


WAS thus the Light of Light, the Son 

> Ot Gop, his moral tales begun. 

3. Behold, the parable I ſnow: 

A ſower went his way to ſow, 

And, as the kindly grain he threw, 

Some by the beaten path-way flew, 

And there, neglected as it lay, 

Fell to the birds an eaſy prey. 

Some upon ſtony places ſell, K 

Where, as it was not rooted well,  -. _ 
. | B - | Far 8 
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2 The PARABLES. Par. 1. 


For lack of depth it ſoon appear'd : 
But, when the ſun the vapours * &.; 
It periſh'd by the ſcorching air, 
Becauſe it wanted ground to bear : 
And ſome amongſt the thorns was caſt, 
Which choak'd them, growing up too faſt, 
But ſome upon a kindly foil 
Fell, and repaid the workman's toil, 
And theſe an hundred fold increas'd, 
Thoſe ſixty, : thirty ev'n the leaſt. 
He, to whom God has giv'n an ear, 
Let him attend the word in fear. 
He ſpake — and as he made a pauſe 
His ſcholars came, and aſk'd the cauſe — 
„Why doſt thou parables recite, 
“Nor ſpeak'ſt thy gracious will n Io 
Becauſe it is reſery'd for you, . 
He ces, God's glorious light to view ; 
But from the race, that have rebell'd, 
Are heav'nly myſteries with-held ; 
For thoſe that deathleſs treaſures ſtore 
Are ſure to reap the more and more, 
While him, that makes his little leſs, 
I finally ſhall diſpoſſeſs. a 
I therefore parables deviſe — 


_ Becauſe, altho' I made them eyes, 
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Par. 1. The PARABLES. 3. 
Yet is not their diſcernment clear, 
Nor have they for the truth an ear; 
That in the hardned and ſelf-will'd 
Iſaiah's words might be fulfill'd: 
In hearing ſhall your ears be bleſt, 
«« And not one word ſhall ye digeſt; 

« And ſeeing ye your God ſhall view, 
<< Nor ſhall ye know him, when ye do. 
For callous hearts this race have got, 
Their ears are clogg'd, their eyes are not: 
«« Left, when the ſeaſon is at hand, 

a .= ſee, and hear, and underſtand, 

« And all at once be converts found, 
And I ſhould heal their inward wound.“ 
But bleſſed are your eyes, that ſee, 

And ears, that hear in verity. 

For many kings and patriarchs too 

(So great the grace indulg'd to you) 

And prophets by the word inſpir'd, 

Have with all fervent pray'r deſir d 

To ſee the things, which ye behold, 

And hear the myſt'ries, I unfold, 
And all their vows, and earneſt ſuit, _ 
Were premature, and bore no fruit. 


b 


Hear, then, and note the myſtic lore. 
Cough's in the ory of the ſow'r. a 
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4 The PARABLES. Par. 1. 


When a- man hears, not to retain, 
The word of Chriſt's eternal reign, 
Then comes the fiend, and takes away 
The grace his heart could not obey. 
This is the feed that was imply'd 
As waſted by the path-way ſide. 

But that receiver of the grain 

Sow'n on the ſtony-ground in Vain, 
Reſembles one of chearful heart, 

Who hears and acts a chriſtian's part, 
By bearing inſtantaneous fruit, 

But having neither depth nor root, 

By ſcourge of pow'r, or worldly loſs, 
Straight is offended at the croſs. 

He likewiſe that receiv'd the ſeed 
Mongſt many a thorn, and many a weed, 
Is he, that hears the word, and truſts, 
But treach'rous wealth and worldly luſts 
Choke up his heart with carnal care, 
Till all is naught and barren there. 

But men of upright hearts and ſound 
Receive the ſeed on kindly ground; 
The word, which they are apt to hear, 
Is to their underſtanding clear. 

Theſe at the harveſt we behold . 
Some bearing fruit an hundred fold, 


Some 


Derr n 


Par. 2. The PARA BL ES. 5 


Some ſixty, for the bridegroom's feaſt, 
And thirty ev'n the laſt and leaſt. 


PARABLE II. 


The Ne of Heaven compared unto 4 
Mau who N 8 Seed in vis Field. 


\HRIST" reign cos the Lord begin) 
Is liken'd to a certain man, 
Who plow'd in hope, and ſow'd his field 
With ſeed moſt promiſing to yield. 
But in the night his foe aroſe, 
What time mankind indulg'd repoſe, 
And having ſown amongſt the corn 
Some tares,. made off before the morn. 

But when the blade grew up and flood: 
Bidding for harveſt rank and good, 
Then too the tares, with heads uprear'd, 
Amongſt the goodly crop appear'd. | 
His ſervants therefore came to know— _ 
Good ſeed, my Lord, didſt thou not ſow ? 
Thy land what ails it, that it bears 
6 A mingled crop of wheat and tares ? ” 
WS. | WM 3 | 1 
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6 The PARABLES. Par. 2, 
It is an enemy, he ſaid, N 

Has this adult'rous mixture made. 

Then did his men for licence plead 

The bad from out the good to weed. 

But he rejoin' d, . My children, nay, 

„ Leſt while the tares ye take away, 
Ve gather too the wheat with them, 

& And mar my harveſt ear and ſtem. 

“ Stay till the ſeaſon is at hand, 
When I my reapers ſhall command, 

„ Firſt thoſe vile tares in bundles bind, 

* And be they to the flames conſign'd : 
% But that good wheat collect with care, 
„ And to my granary repair. — 

He ſpake — the multitude retired ; 

Then by the Twelve he was defir'd 

The ſecret meaning to unfold _ 

In all, that of the tares, he told. 

He anſwers — it is Chriſt alone 

By whom the genuine ſeed is ſown : 
The field's the world, the genuine ſeed 
Are God's true heirs in word and deed. 
By tares amongſt the corn, you trace 
The prince of darkneſs and his race. 
The harveſt is the laſt event; 
By reapers are the Angels meant. 


| : 


Par. 3. The PARABLES. 


The tares into the flames ate caſt 
So muſt it needs be at the laſt. 
The Son of man his hoſt ſhall ſend 
To take out all things that offend, 
The race of baſe injurious men, 

And hurl them to the infernal den : 
There in the realms of death and pain 
They wail and gnaſh their teeth in vain. 


Then ſhall the righteous ſeed diſplay | 


Their glory like the blaze of day, 
And in their Father's realm appear — 


Ye, that have ears for doctrine, hear. 


PARABLE m. 
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The Kingdom of Heaven compared to a Grain 
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Another parable prepound. 
So fares it with the heavenly reign 
As 'muſtard-ſeed, of which a grain 
Was taken in a farmer's hand 
8 caſt into a piece of land, 


* * 


8 The PARABLES. Par. z. 
This grain, the leaſt of all that's ſown, 
When once to full perfection grown, 
Outſtrips all herbs to that degree © 
Till it at length becomes a tree, 
And all the ſongſters of the air 
Take up an habitation there. 


Cpbriſt laid (at firſt an infant boy) 
The baſis of eternal joy ; 
And from humility, his plan, 
Aroſe the beſt and greateft man, 
| The greateſt man that ever trod 
On earth was Chrift th eternal God, 
Mphich as the branch of Jefle's root 
Aſcends to bear immortal fruit. 
From contradiction, fin and ftrife, ' 
He fpreads abroad the tree of life, © 
And there his ſervants ſhall partake 
The manſions, that the branches make ; 
There ſaints mnumerable throng, 
5 ee Db" Pat, ah he he flag 
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par. l. The PARABLES. | 4 


PARABLE IV. 


The Kingdem of Heaven compared ungo | 
Leaven. 


Nee more — The kingdom nam dof heay” n 
Bears a ſimilitude to leav'n, 
Which in three meaſures of her meal 
An houſewife happen'd to conceal; _ 
Till light and good was all her flower 
By that communicative pow'r. 


The bread of hfe is God's free grace, 
Mpich, firſt in an eſpecial place, 
Reveal d to Peter, and a few,” | 
doon marvelouſly ſpread and grew, 
And ſhone till it illum d the blind, 

And ſhall enlighten all mankind. 
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10 The PARABLES. 


Par. 5. 


PARABLE V. 


The Kingdom of Heaven compared unto a 
Treaſure bid in a Field, 
E yet a parable: declar'd — 
The reign of Chriſt may be compar'd 
To treaſure. hid within the ground, 
Which when a certain man had found, 
In haſty joy he went by ſtealth, 
And ſelling all his worldly wealth, 


With ev'ry farthing he had got 


He made a purchaſe of the ſpot. 


This treaſure's Chrifi's eternal worth, 


That time obſcur'd upon the earth, 


Which whoſo had the grace to find, 
And on ſuch riches ſet his mind, 
Held carnal wealth and fame as droſi, 


| And fold the world, and bore the croſs. 


PAR A- 


Par. 6. The PARABLBS. 11 


PARABLE VI. 


The Kingdom of Heaven compared unto a 
Merchantman ſeeking goodly Pearls. 


\ GAIN - 'tis like a man that made 
The ſearch of precious ſtones his trade, 

Who when he found a pearl indeed, 

Of price all others to exceed, 

He choſe from all his wealth to part, 

And bought the jewel of his heart. 


All parts muſt center in the whole, 
This pearl's ſalvation of the ſoul, 
And he that ſtedfaſtly denies 
To deal in pomp and vanities, 
Shall gain by tenure not to ceaſe, | 
His Saviour and eternal peace. 
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0 12 The PARABLES. Par. ) 


PARA BLE VII. 


he Kingdom of Heaven compared unto « 
Net caſt into the Sea. 


GAIN= the kingdom's like a drauzht 
Of fiſhes in the ocean caught ; 
With which of every kind well ſtor'd, 
The net they on the ſtrand explor'd, 
When ſome in veſſels they collect, 
And ſome they ſever and reject. 

So ſhall it happen in the end, 
The Lord th' angelic hoſt ſhall ſend. 
To fever from amongſt the juſt 
Thoſe, that attentive to their luſt, 
Were dead to Jeſus preaching truth, 
Now doom'd to wail and gnaſh the tooth. 
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PARABLE VII. 
The Scribes and Phariſees reprov'd. 


HE ſcribes and phariſaic race, 
Abiding in the holy place, 
Did to our bleſſed Lord repair, 
And queſtion'd him on this affair — 
Why have thy followers rebell'd 
Gainſt laws traditionally held, 
and waſh not e'cr they take their bread ?. 
To which the Lord in anſwer ſaid — 
„Why by tradition have ye broke 
„God's great commandment, for he ſpoke 
Give either parent honour due, 
« And he that does not let him rue. 
Tradition works another way: 
„As whoſo to his fire ſhall ſay, 
Whatever profit ſhall accrue, - 
Or to my mother, or to you, 
Ils my free gift, and not the fruit, Ot 
* | God's commandment R's. 
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14 The PARABLES. Par. 8. 
Him you acquit by your decree, 
« And make a mock of God and me. 
© Ye hypocrites, how well of old 
„ Eſfaias of your ways foretold ? 
« With words and mouths this froward race 
% Adore me, and approach my face, 
And their lip-ſervice they devote, 
„While all their hearts are far remote. 
But all that worſhip is in vain, 
«© Which for your Maker you would feign; 
« While you would have bye-laws injoin'd 
* Of frail and fallible mankind.” 
He therefore bade the throng draw near, 
And ſaid unto them, learn and hear: 
Not outward things, however vile, 
Receiv'd into the man, defile; 
But that which cometh from within 
Pollute the human ſoul with fin. 
Then came the Twelve around and ſaid, 
Lord, what you urg'd upon this head, 
Gave great offence, as we deſcry'd, 
To phariſees — The Lord reply'd ; 
Whatever plant does not exiſt, 
As ſet by God the Arboriſt ; 
Such muſt be rooted up and fall — 
Let them alone, for one and all, 
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They're guides to whom no light's beſtow'd, 
Yet take the lead and ſhow the road. 
When to the blind the blind commit 
Themſelves, they all muſt to the pit. 
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Then did St. Peter interpoſe, 
Lord, thy laſt parable diſcloſe. 
Then Jeſus — dull, and taught in vain, 
Can ye not fathom truths ſo plain? 
Whatever in the mouth one takes, 
Its paſſage to the ſtomach makes, 
And thence into the draught deſcends : 
But that in which a man offends 
Muſt from a tainted heart ariſe ; 
Thence evil thoughts, that they deviſe, 
Thence murder, fornication, fraud, 
Thence blaſphemies are ſpread abroad. 4} 
Such things all purity defeat, ', nl 
Not with unwaſhen hands to eat. 
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The bleſſed men our Saviour choſe ' | ' 


To hear his doftrine, ſhare his woes, BOY _ 
Still as they waited by bis fide © Al 
Were by bis glory purifed.  ' © © | 

No limpid rill, no polifh'd vaſe, = 

But were unclean before his face. . 
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(The Man of Mercy cries) I ſay, 


1 have ſpoken unto you, John xv. 3, 


Where'er he trauell d, or remain'd, 
Inevitable ſweetneſs reign'd ; 

And by his very * word applied, 
He cleans d, be bleſsd, and ſanctiſied. 


** 


PARA BLE IX. 


The unmerciful Creditor. 


OW oft (ſays Peter) Lord, I pray, 
Shall ev'n my brother err and ſtray, 
And I forgive repeated crimes, 
Muſt it be done till ſeven times? 
Not until ſeven times a-day, 


But until ſeventy times by ſev'n. 

Wherefore the reign of Chriſt from heav'n 

Is liken'd to a certain king, 

What time he ſet about to bring 

His ſervants each to his account, 

When one was found upon th' amount 
Ten 


* Now are ye clean through the wh which 
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Ten thouſand talents in his debt, 
Which ſum as he could no where get, 
His lord gave inſtant charge, that he, 
His goods, his wife, and family, 

| Should in the public mart be ſold, 
And thence the talents to be told. 

His ſervant then before his feet 

Fell down his mercy to intreat — 
„Have patience, Lord, thy wrath controul, 
„And I will fairly pay the whole.” 
His maſter ſoon inclin'd to yield 
Compaſſion, not alone repeal'd 

The condemnation of a lave, 

But frankly all the debt forgave: 

Yet this ſame fellow, nothing taught, 
Went, and another ſervant caught | 
Fierce by the throat in rank offence, 
That ow'd. him but an hundred pence; 
Jet my debt inſtantly be paid.” 
His brother therefore meekly pray'd — 
Have patience, and thy wrath controul, 
* And I will fairly pay the whole.” 
Yet he would not attend his plea, 

But caſt him into jeopardy, 
His bondage not to be enlarg'd, 
Until the total was diſcharg'd. 
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18 The PARABLES. Par. 9. 
So all the houſehold in diſguſt, 
Of guilt thus cruel and unjuſt, 
The matter to their lord relate, 
Who calling in the baſe ingrate, 
Cried, ** Traitor, did not I forbear, 
“ Relenting at thine earneſt pray'r, 
And ſhould'ſt not thou have had the grace 
© To weigh a leſs offender's caſe, 
And to his debt have pity ſhown, 
“ So late forgiven all thine own? ” 
Then juſtly wroth his lord ordains. 
For him the torture and the chains, 
Till he ſhould anſwer his demand — 
Thus likewiſe ſhall the reck'ning ſtand. 
Betwixt my heav'nly Sire and you, 
_ Unleſs your hearts all hate ſubdue, 
And ſpare your brother ev'ry one, 
Whatever treſpaſs. he has done. 
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P ARAB LE X. 


The Lord of the Vineyard and the La- 
bourers. 


NAT kingdom in another view 
(Says Chriſt), has this reſemblance too, 
A certain man at early day 

\\greed with labourers for pay, 

Who for a penny each content 

Were ſtraightway to his vineyard ſent. 

At the third hour again he hied, 

And idlers in the market ſpy'd, 

To whom he his command injoins, 

„Go ye likewiſe and dreſs my vines, 
And what in reaſon is your due, 

„That will I pay;” fo they withdrew. 

At the fixth hour he likewiſe came, 

And at the ninth, and did the ſame. 
About th* eleventh he chanc'd to meet 

With , other loit'rers in the ſtreet, 


To whom, „Why ſtand ye thus?” he cry'd; 


No man has hir'd us, they reply'd. 
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20 The PARABLES. Par. 10. 

„Ve likewiſe to the vineyard go, 

« And what is right I will beſtow.” — 

His ſervant therefore at the eve 

Made, by command, the men receive 

What to each labourer ſhould fall, 

Beginning with the laſt of all. 

So they, that at th' eleventh were hir'd, 

Each man with pence. a-piece retir'd : 

But when the firſt were alſs come, 

They thought to have. a greater ſum, 

And they but pence a-piece receiv'd, 

At which they murmur'd and were griev'd, 

And the good man of fraud arraign'd — 

« Lo! we that all the day ſuſtain'd, 

„ And brav'd the ſun's meridian pow'r, 
Fare ev'n as thoſe that wrought an hour,” — 
But he the loudeſt thus addreſs'd, 

Friend, thou by no means art oppreſs'd. 
Did ye not all agree for pence, 
Take that is thine, and get thee hence. 
This laſt ſhall have as much as thou — | 

What not my property allow, 

And ſhall thine evil heart repine 
At God's benevolence in mine ? 
The laſt ſhall thus the' firſt precede, 
For tho' a multitude indeed 


Are 


Are call'd to hear the common word, 
| Yet few are choſen, and preferr'd. 


According to the Lord's intent 

By this ſame penny here 1s meant, 

The crown of him that wins the race; 

The time of day's the time of grace. 

Some from their infancy begin 

To cleave to Chriſt, and flee from fin, 

As Samuel walk'd to God well known 

As ſoon as he could walk alone: 

Some muſt be ftrengthen'd &er they thrive 

In Chrift, and ev'n their prime ſurvive, 

Some are religious not before 

Their knees are weak, and heads are hoar. 

And others on a fuck - bed lie, 

And there firſt call on Chriſt, and die. 

Cd's property is mercy flill, 

And be can grant it when he will. 

He knows man's talent, and his pow'r : 

Some lab'rers earn more in an hour 
Than others in a tedious ſpace, 

And fruſtrate love and thwarted grace N 

Thro* Chriſt the final doom may ſtave, 


And riſe fruttif*rous 155 the grave. 
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PARA BL E XI. 
The Father and his Two Sons. 


Certain man, whoſe ſons were twain, 
Who had a vineyard to maintain, 
Addreſs'd the firſt << My fon, away, 
„To work, and prune my vines to-day.” 
He ſaid, I will not go, but went 
When wrought by conſcience to repent. 
The ſecond had the like command, 
And ſaid, I go, fir, out of hand,” 

But did not ſtir — which of theſe two 
Had grace the father's will to do? 
They anſwer, Lord, the firſt — if ſo, 
The Lord reply'd, for certain know, 
As touching Chriſt's eternal mead, 
Harlots and publicans precede _ 
You, elders — for when John expreſs 
Came in the way of righteouſneſs, 
Him whom nor prieſt nor ſcribe believ'd, 
_ Harlots and publicans receiv'd. 


And 
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And when his ways and works were known, 
Yet would ye not amend your own; 

Nor did your froward hearts diſpoſe, 

Nor unto faith repentance choſe, 


Chriſt in the parable decries 
A mere profeſſor's life of lies, 
1 as bold to preach and reprimand 
in words magnificent and grand, 

The pompous ſelf - applauding ſaint, 
Ail inward filth and outward paint ; 
But conſcious meekneſs, which appears 
To give the glory voice and tears, 
At once uncloaking all offence 
By duty and by diffidence, 

Net only brings the pardon down, 
But gains th' incorruptible crown. 
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PARABLE XII. 
The Houſeholder and Huſbandmen. 


TTEND to what I yet relate — 
A certain man of an eſtate, 
When he had plann'd and planted out 
A vineyard, fenc'd it round about, 
And made a wine-preſs on the ſpot, 
And tow'r —and let it out by lot, 
And in a foreign realm ſojourn'd, 
But when th' in-gathering time return'd, 
He to the huſbandmen deputes 

His ſervants to receive the fruits. 
But they thoſe ſervants roughly treat, 
And one they ſtone, and one they beat. 
Then thinking he had ſent too few, 
He more diſpatch'd, and them they flew. 
But laſt he bade his Son appear — _ 
Him they will certainly revere.” 
Whom when the huſbandmen beheld, 
They all united and rebell'd. 
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« This is the heir, come, him deſtroy, 

« And we ſhall all th' eſtate enjoy.“ 

Then ſeizing him, they baſely wound, 

And ſlay, and caſt from out the ground. 

But when the Lord himſelf arrives, 

What ſhall he do for all theſe lives? 

They ſay, he ſurely will conſume 

Thoſe wretches in a dreadful doom, 

And let his vineyard out at laſt 

To lab'rers of another caſt, 

Who ſhall reſtore the Lord his due 

In ſeaſon, and with rev'rence too, — 
By that fenc'd vineyard mention'd here 

Let out to lab'rers by the year, 

The Lord the Holy Land deſcribes, 

The huſbandmen are all the tribes. 

By the Lord's ſervants are inferr'd 

The prieſts and prophets of the word, ' 

Which ſtill were ſent from time to time 

Upbraiding Iſrael with his crime, 

That all his ſons were groſs ingrates, 

Nor gave the praiſe, nor paid the rates, 

Nor heeded faſt or feaſt to keep, 

Nor let the land in ſabbath ſleep. | 

Theſe ſome were beat, and ſome were Jain N 

All made their embaſſy in vain, — 1 
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The fon commiſſiou'd in the end — 

By him does Chrift himſelf intend, 

And prophecies of his deceaſe — 

O God, do thou our faith increaſe, 
That we be worthy workmen found 
To dreſs the vine and till the ground, 
And yield thy fruits in ſeaſon due, 
Nor imitate th' apoſtate Jew ; 

And Zion's forfeit place retake, 
'Thro* Chriſt his aid, and for his ſake. 


PARABLE XIII. 
The Marriage Feaſt, 


ND Jeſus yet again purſu'd 
His theme by parables renew'd. 
The charter, which from heav'n I bring, 
Is like a certain earthly king, 
t} Who did his ſon a feaſt provide 
. The day on which he took a bride, 
And ſent his ſervants to invite 


Such gueſts as had the greateſt right; 


But 
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But not a man of them would come. 
Again he, ſent out other ſome, 
« Tell them (I charge you) that are bid, 
My beeves, my fatlings, lamb, and kid, 
for your company prepare, 
« Attend the feaſt, and take your ſhare.” 
Put they contemn'd the joyful day, 
And went in ſcoff another way, 
One going to his rural grange, 
And one into the throng'd exchange. 
But for the remnant — they revile 
His men and kill them — in a while 
When the king heard thereof, enrag'd 
He ſent forth armies, that engag'd 
Thoſe murderers, and overcame, 
And ſet their city in a flame. 
Then to his ſervants he declar'd, 
The wedding is indeed prepar'd ; 
© But they, who firit were bidden here, 
Were moſt unworthy my good cheer. 
© Go, therefore, to the common road, 
Where whomſoe'er you find beſtow'd, 
«© Bid welcome.” So the ſervants went 
To the highways on ſuch intent, 
And good and bad, and one and all, 
They brought, and plac'd them in the hall: 
** 
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Are fuch as yield the pray'r and praiſes 


28 The PARABLES. Par. 13. 
So that the wedding-feaſt was ſtor'd 


With gueſts that fill'd the ſocial board, 


And when the king came in to ſee 

The gueſts, a man there chanc'd to be 
Without a garment made to grace 

The rapture of the day and place. 

Friend, ſaid the king, how durſt thou come 


„Without a robe?” and he was dumb. 


Then faid the ſov'reign to his men, 
Bind him, and take him to the den 
Of outer darkneſs, there to rail 
At goodneſs, gnaſh his teeth and wail, 
And fitter ſo his thoughts employ _ 
In ſorrow, unarray'd for joy. 
God is the king, his fon is Chriſt, 
The marriage-feaſt the euchari/t. 
By ſervants here are underſtood 


God's prigſis, ambaſſadors for good. 
invited gueſts, that did refuſe, 


Are worldlings that the church diſuſe. 
The wretches, that in diſcontent 
Murder d the ſervants that were ſent, 
Are ſuch as not alone reject, 

But perſecute the Lord's elect. 

The people brought from public ways 


I her. 
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5 
IWhere God's communicants agree; i 
The wedding -garment”s charity, 
lich whoſo does not love and wear 1 
Can give no-praiſe, can make no pray r, ; 11 
And laſt of all ſhould dare come up : 
T1 eat that bread, and drink that cup. 4 k | 
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The Fig-tree. 
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ARD on the great tremendous day 
Of tribulation, and diſmay, 

Thick darkneſs ſhall the ſun-beams veil, 
And all the lunar brightneſs fail; 

Fach ftar ſhall fall from out his ſphere, 
The pow'rs above ſhall quake with fear: 
Then they in heav'n the S1GN ſhall view. 
Of him, they crucify'd and flew, * 
Then ſhall the nations weep and ſigh _ 
To ſee the Son of Man on high, 

With all the hoſt of heav'n around, 3 
And in ſtupendous glory crown'd ; 1 
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[ 20 The PARABLES. Par. 4. 
j And then he ſhall th' angelic band 

With the ſhrill! trumpet's voice command, 
To call and congregate the. bleſt 

From north to ſouth, from eaſt to weſt. 
Now learn a parable in brief 

About the fig-tree and its leaf, 

Which tree while it is tender now, 

And puts forth: verdure from each bough, 
Ye hail the token, and deſcry 

At once, that ſummer-time is nigh. 

So when ye ſee theſe things, my friends, 
Know ye, the dreadful day impends; 
Attend ye, for in very deed 

The preſent race ſhall not recede 

Before theſe things you hear from me, 
Shall be fulfill'd in a degree. 

The heav'n and earth ſhall paſs away, 

But not one word of what I ſay. 
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PARABLE XV. 
The Ten Virgins. 


HE heav'nly kingdom at the laſt, 
When man's account is to be caſt, 

Shall to ten virgins likeneſs bear; 

Which virgins did their lamps prepare, 

And went upon the wedding-day 

To meet the bridegroom in the way, 

Now five were wiſe, and five were weak,, 

With lamps, but had their oil to ſeek ; 

While the five prudent ones produce 

Their lamps repleniſh'd from the cruſe. 

And as the ling'ring bridegroom kept 

Away, they laid them down and dlept: 

And in a while, about the dead. 

Of night, a great alarm was ſpread — 

We bridegroom comes — ye damſels ly, 

With joy to meet him!” was the cry. 

Then all aroſe with one conſent, 

And trimm'd their lamps in haſte, and went. 
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Then the fond maids beſought the wiſe, 
Give us ſuch oil as may ſuffice 


From out your lamps, for ours we've burn'd.“ 


Not ſo, the wary ones return'd, 

Left there be ſcarce for either train — 

But go ye rather back again, 

And buy of thoſe that ſell the ſame : 

But while they went, the bridegroom came. 
And as all thoſe that had addreſs 

To hold themſelves in readineſs, 

Went in, each maid a welcome gueſt, 

The door was barr'd againſt the reſt, 

Anon the fooliſh ones appear'd, 


Whoſe cries were at the threſhold hear'd, 


Lord, Lord, receive thy handmaids in!“ 
But he reply'd, I know not fin.” — | 
Watch therefore, for the hour's not known, 
When Chriſt ſhall come to claim his own. 
In theſe ten virgins Chriſt recites 


Five ſenſes in two di F rent lights. 


The wiſe are paſſions kept on guard; 


The fooliſh ones are mercies mar d. 
The touch, the taſte, the fight, the ſmell, | 


The ſenſe of hearing will rebell, 
Not kept from wand'ring and miſchance 
By all attentive vigilance : 


Oo 
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$9 they that every ſenſe degrade, 

Ihet time the thoughts of death invade, 
On any crutch, however mean, 

In ſpite of Chrift the word would "Jean : 
Hence idleneſs itſelf ſulſſts 

On ſpiritual aconoma/ts. 

Invid:ous folk with evil eyes, 

Bod tongues, and liſt' ners unto lies, 

I/ha keep not the Lord's body chaſte, 
Giuttons, that mar th intent of taſte, 
Thaj* that defile the human breath 

IL ith oaths and curſes unto death, 

And ſpoil that incenſe God defires, 

Which through the lips to heau'n aſpires ; 
IWretches like theſe would all to Rome, 
And go to them that ſell perfume, 

did ta the man of fin apply, 

There pardons and indulgence buy : 

But Chriſt againſt the fools, that put 
Their trufl* in man, his door has ſhut. 
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PARABLE XVI. 
The Traveller and the Talents. 


7 HE heav'nly kingdom's like. the caſe 
Of one that ſought a foreign place, 
And call'd his ſervants to receive 
Such goods as was his mind to leave. 
Five talents he on this conferr'd, 
And that.had two, and one a third : 
Each man, according to his {kl ; 
Then went his purpoſe to fulfill. 
Now he, to whom were five convey'd, 
Employ'd the ſame in uſeful trade, 
Until to other five they grew. 
Likewiſe the next increas'd the two, 
With which at firſt he had begun : 
But he, whoſe talent was but one, 
Went forth and dug into the duſt, 
And there depoſited his truſt, 
Their lord, a tedious ſeaſon paſt, 
Came home, and reckon'd at the laſt : 
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Then he to whom the moſt was givin, 

Said, Lord, ibehold thy five -have:thrivin 

Ti! there are other five beſide — 

© 'Thou good and faithful man, heicry'd, 
„Thou that a little haſt inhanc'd, 

« To a great charge fhall be advanc u, 

« 4nd thy ſuperiour gifts employ : 

« Receive thy lord's exceeding joy.” 

Le likewiſe that -receiv'd the twain, 

Cry'd, Lord, behold thy gold again, 

Allo with other two I come, 

As int'reſt for thꝰ intruſted ſum. 

„Thou good and faithful man, he cry d, 

* Who haſt thyſelf fo well apply d, 

„More talents ſhall ſuch gifts employ : 
Receive thy lord's exceeding joy. 

Then ſaid the man to whom there fell T 
One talent, Lord, I knew thee: well 

A rig'rous man, that claims his-own 

Where he has neither ſtraw'd nor. fown 3 

And I was fearful to be chid, phi Hep 

So in the Ripa eee 44198 
Bchold, that talent I reſtore, e,, 
Here take it, neither leſs nor more. . 
His lord replyd, Thou ſlothful 1 N 
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1 By Cherubs and by Seraphs own'd, 
And in his glory fit enthron'd, 
Before his face and awful ſtate 


And from the filthy goats divide, 
The ſheep ſhall on his right abide, ' 
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« Where I had neither ſtraw'd nor ſown, 
« Thou, therefore, ſhould'ſt have ſet about 
To put thy maſter's money out, 
„That he might have been repoſſeſs'd 
„With capital and intereſt. 

*& Take then the talent from the worſt, 

« And give to him that was the firſt. 
For he that by improvement gains, 

„ Shall have abundance for his pains: 

« But he, that wretch, that could not uſe 
« His little, ſhall that little loſe. 

So take the worthleſs flave away, 
And into outer gloom convey, 

« Where midſt the refuſe of mankind 

« Fiends bellow, and their teeth they grind.” 
For when the San the ſecond time 
Shall come in majeſty ſublime, 


Shall all the nations congregate, 
And he fhall ſevere them in two, 
Ev'n as the ſheep the ſhepherds do, 


The 
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The goats ſhall to the left depart... 
Then ſhall the King declare his heart, 
And thus them on the right addreſs, 
Le, whom my Father loves to bleſs, _ 
Come, take the ſubſtance that endures, 
And crown, from the beginning yours. 
For hungry, and without a crumb, 
Jo me ye did with nurture come z 
“ Athirſt, and ye my drought reliev'd ; 
« A ſtranger, and ye me receiv'd ; 
Upon my ſhiv'ring limbs and bare 
Ve threw the garment that I wear; 
„When I was ſick, you viſits paid; 
And when a pris' ner, came to aid.” 
Then ſhall the righteous race rejoin, 1 
Lord, when with hunger didſt thou pine, 
And wie the leaſt aſſiſtance ſhow'd ? 
Or to thy thirſt a drop beſtow d? 
Or took thee trav ling in diſtreſs ? 
Or cloth'd at all thy nakedneſs? 
When wert thou ſick, or in a jail, | 

And we too there thy hap to wail? 
Then ſhall the Lord this anſwer make, 
« Since to my brethren, for my ſake, 
« Ev'n to the leaſt, you've done theſe things, 
* Fm | 
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38 The PARABLES. Par. 1+. 
Then ſtrall he turn him to the left; 
7228 Away from me; of grace' bereft, 
„ Depart ye to eternal hell, 
Where ſatan and his legions dwell; 
4 For hungry; and without a crumb, 
To me with food ye did not come; 
„ Athirſh, ye did not me relieve, 
„Nor when a ſtranger, would receive; 
Upon my {hiv'ring limbs, and bare, 
C Ye brought no cloatlis for me to wear; 
&© When IJ was ſick, no viſits paid, 
«© Nor when a pris' ner, came to aid.“ 
They too ſhall anſwer like: the firſt — . 
When wert thou hungry; or athirſt, | 
A ſtranger, naked; ſick, confin'd, 
And we were not to help inclin'd? 
Then ſhall he tell them, Be ye ſure, 
«© Tf ev'n the leaſt of all my por 
Was not with needful things ſupplyd, 
8 Vour Saviour 19-1 was OS — 
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PARABLE XVII. 


The Seed caſt into the. Ground fauh. . 


NARIST form'd his kingdom on a plan 

A Of liberty, As if a man LE 
Should caſt'ſeme ſeed into the ground, 

Then go kis way, and ſleep profound, = 
4nd riſing duly night and day, 
Direct his courſe another way, 
Until the ſeed ſhould ſpring and grow, 
But in what wiſe he does not know. 

For earth, productive by degrees, 
Brings forth ſpontaneous fruit with eaſe : 
And firſt the blade, and then the ears, 
And laſt the perfect corn appears. 
But, when the fruit mature is found, 

He brings his fickle to the ground, 

Nor longer at a diſtance keeps, 

But when tis harveſt, then he reaps, 
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| | 40 The PARABLES. Par. rye 3 
! The Lord deſcends and gives his charge, 

T hen leaves the human will at large; 

Withdraws himſelf, and winks a while : 


Þ Mean time in hearts, devoid of guile, 
5 Spring forth his grace, and ſavi health, 
# Whoſe firſt exertions act by flealth ; 
. But ſoon from ſuch an bopgful root 
| Ariſe the blades, and bi fruit, 
1 And flouriſh, till the Lord diſmiſs 
The ripen'd foul to endleſs bliſs, 
| i And at his harveſt-home comes down, 
| f And brings his fickle *, and his crown. 
| 
1 » Rev. xiv. 14. 
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PARABLE XVII. 


he wealthy Self - deceiver — of taking no 
Thought of the Body — and of Watching. 

4 Certain wealthy man had ground 

Which did with golden crops abound, 
And he debated in his breaſt, Mr 
How ſhall I manage for the beſt, 

Since I've no room to ſtow my fruits?“ 

At length be ſays, This method ſuits, 

I will pull down my barns, and build 
Much greater, and they ſhall be fill'd 

« With all this wealth, in which I roll, 
And I will ſay unto my ſoul, 

Soul, thou haſt plenteous goods in ſtore 
For this and many a ſeaſon more; 

© Repoſe thyfelf, indulge good cheer, 
Fat, drink, and mirthful ſpend the year.“ 
But God within his conſcience faid, N 
„This night, thou fool, thou ſhalt be dead, 
* And I thy ſinful ſoul demand; 
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* Then whoſe are all theſe goods and land? 
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. 42 The PARABLES. Par. 18. 
| © This is the caſe of one who thrives, 
| And for his carnal luſt contrives ; 
bs Rich to himſelf, and mammon's leav'n, 
. But poor to Jeſus Chriſt and heav'n. 
1 Therefore the Lord his ſcholars taught, 

« Take for your mortal lives no thought, 
| f What ſuſtenance ve have to- day, 
Or how ye ſhall your limbs array. 

'The life, far more than meat, above 

| F << Is God's communicated love; 

| << The body there is more than dreſs'd, 

ö With light encompailed and bleſs'd. 
0 „ Conſider how the ravens feed, | 

| Nor ſow nor reap they for their need, 
. Nor have they barns their ſtore to hive, 
| N FgBut God preſerves their race alive: 
; How much more worthy of his care 
| % Are ye than birds that Haunt tlie air? 

1 Can ye by anxious thought deviſe 
To add one eubit to your fize? 
| If then in that is leaſt ye fail, 
F: „What can ſolicitude avail ? 
1 Obſerve the lillies how they grow, 
| i They toil not, nor the diſtaff know 3 
| | And yet believe what J relate, 
| That Solomon in all his ſtate, 
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Par. 18, 
« Neck'd. with much gold, and many a gem, 
« Was not array'd” like one of them. 

If then your God ſo clothes the flow'r, 

« Whoſe being's of the preſent hour, | 
„Rut on the morrow burnt with fire; 

« How much more ſhall. he you attire ! 

«« () {cant of faith]! Then do not ſeek 

Far drink to draw; nor bread to break, 
Mor do ye entertain a doubt, 

* For all the race, that be without, 

Are anxious after things like theſe, 

And your Almighty Father fees, 


nd helps your cravings from his throne— 


«+ Then. ſeek'ye Jeſus Chriſt alone, 

«© And wait for his eternal mead, 
And all things meaner ſhall accede. 
Fear not, my faithful flock, at all, 
* Although your number be but ſmall; 
For God's benevolence be prais'd, 

+ To:heav'nly; thrones: ye ſhall be rais'd. 
Zell what. ye have, and give away; 
Provide ye bags which ne'er decay, 

A heawnly treaſure, not to fail, 
Where neither motli nor ruſt affail;; 
For where your treaſure is, your heart” 
„Will never from that place depart. 
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Four tapers light, your loins adjuſt, 
„And be ye like to men of truſt, 


44 The PARABLES. Par. 18 


And tarry for the Lord at home, 
Till from the wedding he ſhall come, 
That when he knocks he may not wait, 
« But find the door wide open ſtraight. 

« 'T hoſe ſervants of the Lord are bleſt, 
*© Whom he ſhall find diſdaining reſt ; 
In truth he ſhall his loins begird 
„And feed them to himſelf preferr'd. 

& If at the ſecond watch he ſpeed, 

« Or at the third, then bleſt indeed 

« Are all thoſe ſervants, that retard 
„Their peace, and ſtand upon their guard — 
And this for certain ye may hold, 


If the good man had been foretold 


«© What time the thief broke thro? the wall, 
„He would have watch'd, and ſav'd his all. 
„ge ready, therefore, and take care, 

«© The hour, of which you're not aware, 
May be the Lord's appointed time 


To crown thy toil, or charge thy crime.“ 


Then Peter interrupts him thus — 


Speak'ſt thou this parable to us:? 


Or is it, Lord, a gen'ral call 
And warning, giv'n alike to all ? 


But, | 
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Par. 18. The PARABLES. 45. 
But, waving him, the Lord replies, 
Wuo is that ſteward juſt and wiſe, 
To whom his lord ſhall give the lead, 
and charge him all his houſe to feed? 
ess at his Jord's arrival bleſt, 
Detected doing of his beſt, — 
His maſter, ('tis the truth I ſay) 
S121) juſtly bid him bear the ſway. 
But, if within himſelf he ſays, 
maſter his return delays, 
and then each man and maiden beats, 
and drinks to groſs excels, and eats. 
i he day, the hour, he never thought, 
{ic by his maſter ſhall be caught, 
Who will the wretch in pieces hew, 
and rank him with the godleſs crew. — 
And he, that knew his maſter's will, 
Vet was not ready to fulfil, 
hall, heedleſs of a plain command, 
Jo many ſtripes a victim ſtand. 
Eut he, without precaution raſh, 
Altho* he's worthy of the laſh, 
Shall be corrected with a few: 
Where much is giv'n, much is due; 
And men, to whom they much commit, 
Will not but £:ll for more acqut. 
3 | 155 PAR A- 
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46 The PARABLES. 


Par 19, 


PARABLE XIX. 
The Barren Fig Tree. 


\ HIS parable he then did add — 
A man within his vineyard had 
A fig-tree ſet, when he was bound 


In ſearch of fruit, but none he found; 


Then to his dreſſer thus he fpake — 
Lo! three years I my journey take 

In queſt of fruit from off this tree, 
And not a fingle fig I fee— 

Then cut it down, for nothing worth, 
Why ſhould it load the uſeful earth? 
But he reply'd— Lord, I implore, 
Forbear it alfo one year more, 


Till I ſhall dig about the root, 


And dung it ſtill in hopes of fruit, 
Which, if it ſhould my labour crown, 
*T'is well; if not, then cut it down. 


God's ſev reign juſtice muſt decree 
To cut off, as an uſeleſs tree, 


Each 
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par. 20. The PARABLES. 
Lach finful man — but mercy pleads, 

41d hope, thro Jeſus Chriſt, ſbe feeds. 
tyther and another yen 
perſaps the wretch, thro“ lane or fear, 


elf to grace may recommend, 
4d be accepted in the end. 


PARABLE XX. 
The Left Sheep. 


TAHEN all the Publicans drew near, 
1 And profligates, his word to hear; 
Winch congregation did diſpleaſe 

and grieve the Scribes and Phariſees 

ho faid, the ſinner this man joins, 

and with th' exactor ſits and dines. 


Then he this parable began — 
Is there of you a ſingle man, 
If worth a hundred ſheep in ſtock, 
And loſe but one of all the flock, 
Vho does not quit the ninety odd, 
Left to the providence of God, 


48. The PARABLES. Par. 20. 
And hies him to regain his loſs ? 

Which, when he finds it, thrown acrofs 

His ſhoulders, joyful home he bends, 

And calls his neighbours and his friends, 

« Rejoyce with me, for I have made 

« Diſcov'ry of the ſheep that ſtray'd.” 

So likewiſe joy in heav'n ſhall be 

More for one ſinner's contrite knee, 
Than ninety-nine without offence, 

Who have no need of penitence, 


HE mu  PARABLE 


Par, 21. The PARABLES, 


49 


PARABLE XXI, 
The Piece of Silver. 


R thus, — What woman, that retains 
Ten ſilver pieces, all her gains, 
And loſes one, does not explore, 
Vich candle light, and ſweep the floor, 
Ard uſe all diligence, to find 
he coin on which ſhe ſets her mind; 
And, when ſhe finds it, does not call 
ler friends and neighbours, one and all, 
* Your gratulations here be paid, 
© I've found the piece that I miſlaid !” 
Likewiſe there's joy, you may rely, 
Before th' angelic hoſt on high, - 
If one poor ſinner meekly prays, 
epenting all his evil ways, 
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PAR ABLE XXII. 


The Spiritual (Economiſt. 


HRIST call'd the throng — Theſe thing 
ye hear, | | 

But do ye comprehend them clear? 
They ſay unto him, Lord, we do.” 
Then did he his diſcourſe renew — 
„On this account each learned ſcribe, 
That can Chriſt's heav'nly truths imbibe, 
« Hence ſhall his ghoſtly charge ſubſiſt, 
And act the good œconomiſt, 
& While new and old, from all his ſtore, 
He gives each gueſt, that haunts his door.” 


The Lord would here his converts teach 
How his good ſaints ſhould read and preach, 
By copying all his faith and force, 
As he ſets off his plain diſcourſe ; 
Brings forth new truths, the old he cites, 
Puts diff rent things in various lights; 


Diſs 


| Par. 23- The PARABLES. 517 
Diſpeſes all things for the beſt, 


Agd treats his hearers as his gueſt. 


PARABLE XXIII. 


The Prophet without Honour in his own 
Country. 


HE Lord, as he had made a pauſe 
From all theſe parables, withdraws, 
And as his deſtination tends, | 
Seeks his own country, and his friends; 
And in their ſynagogue he taught, 
all the throng amazement caught. 
And whence (exclaim'd the traitors) ſprings 
This wiſdom, and theſe mighty things! 
ls Mary not his mother's name, 
ho from the vile mechanic came? 
Auch are not Simon, Joſes, James, 
And Jude, his brethren by their names ? 
His ſiſters too before our eyes? 
Whence, therefore, can theſe things in | 
And they in rank offence decry'd 


His works. — But Jeſus Chriſt reply d, | 
. E 2 | And 
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$2 The PARABLES. 


And ſaid unto them all — “ A ſeer 


is not without reſpect e'en here, 
„ (Unleſs before his native land, 
And his own family he ſtand. )” 


And there, as they would not believe, 


He did few miracles atchieve, 


By envy was Chrift Jeſus try'd, 


By envy caft and crucify'd ; 


This had not been the caſe at Rome 


Or Athens, one may preſume. 


Joſeph with many-colcur' d veſt, 
That child ver all his brethren bleſt, 
A type of Chriſt cur Saviour ſent, 


God's Son, in whom he was content ; 


At home condemn'd to death and ſhame, 


In foreign Egypt found his fame, 
Till he at Pharaoh's right-hand ſtood, 
As Chriſt at God's ſupremely. good, 
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PARABLE XXIV. 
The Prodigal Son. 


WO youths a certain father rear'd, 
1 Of which the youngeſt ſon appear'd, 

and aſk'd him, “Sir, to me conſign 

++ What portion of the goods is mine.” 

Then ſhared he, without more ado, 

His livelihood betwixt the two. 

But e'er a many days were paſs'd, 

The younger all his wealth amaſs'd, 

And took his journey far away, 

Were ſoon, inordinately gay, 

tle waſted all he did poſſeſs 

in rioting and rank excels ; 

And when with all he'd made an hand, 

There roſe a famine in the land, 

and he began to be in need: 

He therefore with himſelf agreed 

A certain foreigner to. join, 

Who ſent him forth to feed the ſwine, 

And he thro' want began to crave 

The huſks that to the herd he gave; 5 
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54 The PARABLES. Par. 24. 


And to his want none had reſpect — 
But when he did at length reflect, 

* How many a ſervant man, he ſaid, 

© My father hires, abounds with bread, 
*« Nay, can the neighb'ring poor ſupply, 
And J am at the point to dye: 

I will ariſe, and thus accoſt 

« My father; father, I am loſt 

© By grievous fin to heav'n and thee, 
Not worthy in the leaſt degree 
That thou ſhould'ſt as a ſon embrace 
„Me, therefore mongſt thy ſervants place.” 
Then he aroſe, and left the trough, 

And when he was a great way off, 

His weeping father knew him wel], 

And ran, and on his neck he fel], 

And kiſs'd him. — Then he did accoſt 
His father, Father, I am loſt, 

«© By grievous fin to heav'n and thee.“ — 
But raiſing him from off his knee, 

His father bade the ſervants bring 

The goodlieſt%eſtment, and a ring 

To put upon his hand, and ſhoes _ 
Upon his naked feet, and looſe 

The fatted calf, which they ſhould kill, 
Of mirth and chcer to have their fill ; 
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For this, my ſon, tho' dead to me, 

Once more alive again I fee, 

And my loſt hope I have regain'd. — 

Then all were glad and entertain'd. 

Now all the while that this was done, 

t happen'd, that the elder ſon, 

Who then was in the held advanc'd, 

And heard them, as they ſung and danc'd, 

And calling of a ſervant out, 

Inquir'd what they was about. — 

le ſaid, thy brother's come again, 

Thy father has the fattling ſlain, 

as he is ſafe and ſound receiv'd. — 

hen he was very wroth and griev'd, 

Diſdaining to go in a doors. 

Then comes his father, and implores 

His preſence, — But he anſw'ring ſaid, 

Behold ! now many years are fled, 

Since thee with all my heart I ſerv'd, 

Nor ever from thy mandates ſwerv'd, 

And yet I never had th* amends 

Of one poor kid to treat my friends; 

ut ſoon as this thy ſon was come, 

Who has embezzled ſuch a ſum 

in luſt, and thy affairs diſtreſs'd 

For him the fatted calf is dreſs'd. 
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1 56 The PARABLES. * Par. 25. 
| | But he returning, Son, reply'd, 
| With me you ever do reſide, 
1 And all I have is thine — twas meet 
[ | This day with joy and mirth to greet, 
5 For this thy brother, tho' eſteem'd 
| As dead, s alive, tho' loſt, redeem'd. 
$i PARABLE XXV. 
| ; The Unjuſt Steward. 
| | HIS parable, as he convers'd 
* With his diſciples, Chriſt rehears'd. — 
| f A certain man of wealth maintain'd 
| | A ſteward, and he was arraign'd, 
Tt That he had of bis goods made waſte ; 
| {| He therefore call'd him up in haſte, 
150 And ſaid, © What is this thing I hear? 
{4  <* Let your accounts be ſtated clear: 
| | Thou from thine office muſt depart.” — 


W | Then faid the ſteward in his heart, 
| Thus ſtripp'd, how grievous is my taſk ? 
I cannot dig, and ſcorn to aſk. 


« [ 
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] am reſolv'd what ſtep to take, 
That when my poſt I muſt forſake, 
« ] ſomewhere may reception win.” 
On which he call'd one debtor in, 
And aſk'd, how much he was in debt 
in that he had not ſettled yet ? 
© An hundred meaſures, I confels, 
„owe, fir, from the olive-preſs.” 
{hen haſte (he ſaid) and fit thee ſtill, 
nd write down fifty in thy bill.» 
He of a ſecond next would know, 
How much? * An hundred bowls I owe 
Of wheat from out the threſhing-floor.” 
Then take thy bill and write fourſcore.— 
The Lord moreover in the end 
Did this ſame man of guile commend 
For acting of a prudent part: 
Since all the race, that ſet their heart 
On worldly things, are wiſer far, 
in what concerns them, where they are, 
Than children of the Tight can be, 
Crain'd in the Lord's ſimplicity. 
Ihen, (in griev'd irony he ſpake) 
Friends, of unrighteous mammon make 
That when you fail, from wealth and pride, 
You heav'nly manſions may provide. 
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This 


This lecture feems to have heen read 
Aſter the twelve the Lord had fi:d, 

N And went about with carnal eyes 

7 In queſt of temporalities; 

ö Perhaps indulging vice her way ; 
„ Perhaps remitting ſins for pay; 

ö With Judas ſelling Chrift his worth ; 
With Peter fav ring things on earth: 
4A But Chriſt explicitly declares 
W Againſt the world and its affairs. 


i Two lords no miniſter can ſerve : 
| For or of one he'll well deſerve, 

| The other hate in ſervile fear; 

Or elſe he will to this adhere, 

13 And that will diſobey and ſcorn: 
1 Lou're not for God and mammon born. 
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PARABLE XXVL 


The Rich Man and Lazarus. 7 


1 Certain man of wealth poſſeſs'd, | 
In purple and fine linnen dreſs'd, | 
Did proudly paſs each live Jong day 
In ſumptuous banquetings away; 
At whoſe uncharitable doors | 
A certain beggar, full of ſores, 
Was ſtation'd, Lazarus by name, 
and all the wretched ſuppliant's aim 
as, of the crumbs but to be fed 
Of the great lord's ſuperfluous bread : 
But he the beggar's pray'r deny'd ; 
Till, nearer with their God ally'd 
In charity, the very hounds 
Came up and lick'd the poor man's wounds, 
He, therefore, died for lack of aid, 
And by the angels was convey'd | | x 
To Abraham's. boſom for his peace. [4 
The greedy Epicure's deceaſe 


| 
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In a ſhort ſeaſon too occurr'd, 
And he was pompouſlly interr'd: 
'Then lifting up his baleful eyes, 
Tormented with hell's agonies, 

He did poor Lazarus ſurvey 

In Abraham's boſom, where he lay, 


And, © Father Abraham, he ſaid, 


-CC Have mercy on me, thus diſmay'd, 
And ſend back Lazarus to dip 


In the cool ſtream his finger's tip, 
„That he may ſo relieve my tongue, 
'* Which in tormenting flames is ſtung.” 
Then Abraham ſaid, Remember, ſon, 
What in your mortal ſtate was done: 
How thou the goods of life hadſt got, 
And Lazarus an evil lot: 

Whence heav*nly comforts bleſs the poor, 
Whilſt thou muſt agonies endure. 
Add to the certainty of this, 
Betwixt the ſeats of pain and bliſs 
There is a gulph they may nat ſhoot, 
Nor I from hence my ſons depute, 
Nor can they come with us to claſs, 
Who would from your allotment pals. 
I therefore (he renew'd his pray'r) 
« Belſeech thee, that he may repair 
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«+ Unto my father's houſe, where five 
Of my own brethren ſtill ſurvive, 
And teſtify unto them all, 

++ Left they to this perdition fall.” 
here's Moſes (Abraham in return) 
Prophets, let them read and learn. 
Navy, father Abraham, (he ſaid) 

lf one went to them from the dead, 

* They will repent themſelves and fear,” 
tl- anſwer'd, If they will not hear 
What Moſes and the Seers maintain, 

; he dead themſelves would riſe in vain. 


Prophets, ſince the world began, | 
retold our Saviour God and Man. j 


"id wwhen the Fews would not collate 
ie ſcriptures with our Lord's eflate,, ö 


{ut ail the miracles atchiev'd 

{'y doubt ftupendous diſbelitv' d ;- 

! ey were not likely to repent 

Hy things however evident. 

Cu Saviour, therefore, did not tow! 
Himſelf, when risn, but to a few, 
lich for that purpoſe he had chaſe, 
evidence to crown and cloſe. 
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_ | PARABLE XXVII. 
| x Faith as a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed. 


j HE Twelve to Chriſt, their Maſter, cry'd, 
b Increaſe our faith!“ The Lord reply'd. 
9 If you had lively faith, indeed, 


But as a grain of muſtard- ſced, 


1 You might this ſycomine command 

q [ To grow by ſea and quit the land. 

; But whatſoe'er by faith is known, 
N Or done by works, is God's alone. 
ö For which of you ſhall have a HANp, . 
; That plows and fodders at command; 

14 And to him thus anon ſhall ſay, 

\ 6 Loos'd from the labour of the day, 

; | Go, get thee in, and take thy meſs; ” 


And ſhall not rather thus addreſs, 
1 „% Make ready that on which I ſup, 
| «And gird thyſelf, and bring it up; 
; « And when thou'ſt ſerv'd my bowl and meat, 


Then likewiſe thou ſhalt drink and eat.” — 
| | What 
4 
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Par. 28, The PARABLES: 63 


What are the Maſter's thanks conferr'd 
On him, who thus obey'd his word-? 
Not they, I trow — So likewiſe you, 
{it done you were enjoin'd to do, 
hall better with ſubmiſſion own 

tore your Maſter's aweful throne, 
Our duty is but barely paid, 

* And 'twas by force that we obey'd ; 
And all our ſervices are vain 

In which are neither grace nor gain.“ 


PARABLE XXVII. 
The Importunate IWidow. 


1 parable he likewiſe ſpoke, 
Religious ardour to provoke, 

at men their conſtant pray'r ſhould plead, 
\or e'er grow languid, or recede. 


There in a certain city dwelt 
judge, whoſe heart no pity felt, 
Nor did he God Almighty fear, 
Or any man on earth revere. 


On 


ee eee Ne e FA BILE ene 
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On him a widow of that place 
Attended, and referr'd her caſe : 

«© Avenge me of my foe,” ſhe cry'd, - 
Which for long while the judge deny'd : 
But when a certain time was paſt, 

He argued with. himſelf at laſt, 
Although the Lord I do not fear, 
„Nor any man on earth revere; 

„Vet ſince this widow day and night 
Is urgent, I will do he. right, 
« Leſt by Ber coming vuthout end, 
„She weary me to death.” — Attend 
To what th' unrigateous judge admits, 
And ſhall not God Supreme, that ſits 
Enthron'd ir righteouſneſs, reſpect 
And vind'cate his own eleR, 
Which. day and night prefer their pray'r, 
Though for a long time he forbear? 
I tell you of a truth, indeed, 

It ſhall be done, and done with ſpeed. 
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PAR ABLE XXIX. 


The Phariſee and Publican. 


W T TE too this parable addreſs'd 
3 L To men, that pompouſly profeſs'd 
Ihemſelves in their own works to pride, 
And ſcorn all other folk beſide. 
Two perſons, to prefer their pray'r, — 
iso the houſe of God repair; | 
uc of the Phariſaic clan, 
A And one a ſinful public an. 
W 1c Phariſee ſtood up and pray'd, 7 
And thus within himſelf he ſaid, 
{© | thank thee, God, that I am free y 
From fins, in which the reſt agree, 
That are extortioners, unjuſt, 
Or giv'n to foul adult'rous Juſt, 
Or like this publican to gold ; 
Twice ev'ry week the faſt I hold, 
And give of all that J poſſeſs 
The tithe in perfect righteouſneſs.” , 
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Mean time the publican withdrew 

To a more diſtant point of view, 

Nor durſt to heav'n exalt his eyes, 

But ſmiting on his breaſt he cries, 
The Lord be merciful to me 

A ſinner in the worſt degree.” 

I tell you fairly of the twain, 

The publican went home again 

More ſure of pardon for his fault. 
For thofe that would themſelves exalt, 
Shall fall, while heav'n-accepted fighs, 
And humble penitents, ſhall riſe. 


 PARABLE XXX. 


The Camel and the Needle's Eye. 


| Certain ruler came to aſk, 

«© Good Maſter, what muft be my tatk 
t To gain heav'n's infinite reward?“ 
Why calleſt thou me good ? the Lord 
Reply'd : no perſon has a claim, 
Save God alone, to ſuch a name, 


Thou 
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Thou know'ſt the ſtatutes what they be, 
Do not commit adultery ; 

And, Do no murder ; Do not ſteal ; 
Nor in falſe teſtimony deal ; 

Thy parents reverence, — He cry'd, 


With theſe from youth have I comply'd.” 


Now Jeſus hearing this, return'd, 

| Yer one thing is there to be learn'd ; 
(zive all thou haſt unto the poor, 

| And thou ſhalt heav'nly wealth inſure, 

And one to my diſciples add. 

This ſaid, he was exceeding fad, 

For he much opulence poſſeſs'd. 

When Jeſus ſaw him thus diſtreſs'd, 

He ſaid, How hardly ſhall they go 

To heav'n who have their wealth below: 

For ev'n the camel may go thro! 

| The needle's eye with leſs to do, 


Than men, that doat on mammon's ruſt, 


By God be number'd with the juſt. 
And they that heard him this declare, 
Cry'd, (conſcious of the gen'ral care) 
Who can be ſav'd of all mankind ? 
But he with lenity rejoin'd, 

What is impoſſible with man, 
Omnipotence both will and can. 
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PARA BL E XXXI. 


The Good Shepherd. 


N truth, in very truth, I fay, 
The man that comes another way, 
And enters not the door, his will 


Is God's good ſheep to fleece and kill: 


But the true ſhepherd of the flock 


Comes by the door-Way; at his knock 
To him the porter opes by choice, 
And his ſheep know the welcome voice: 


And his own flock by name he hails, 


And leads them out to verdant vales ; 

And when he puts them forth to feed, 

He does his own good ſheep precede, 
Which follow, as his voice they know ;. 

But after ſtrangers will not go, 

But flee away from ſuch in fear, 

As for their voice they have no ear. 

This parable our Saviour ſpake, _ 

Nor could the twelve his meaning take ; 

He 
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He therefore ſaid to them again, 

His gracious purpoſe to explain, 

is truth, the very truth direct, 
am the door-way in effect 

Of my own ſheep. Who came of old, 
Were thieves and robbers of the fold ; 
But them the ſheep did not revere, 

| am the door, who enters here, 

He ſhall be ſav'd, and to his mind 

Free paſſage and ſweet paſture find, 


Jo ſteal, to Kill, and to deitroy, 
\re a thief's errand, and his joy : 
But to give life my miſſion's ſeal'd 


At large, eternal, unreveal'd. 

[ am the ſhepherd good and true, 

Who gives his life for ſheep like you, 
The hireling, to the flock unknown, 
\\ hereas the ſheep are not his own, 
Sces the wolf come in ſearch of prey, 
And leaves his charge, and flies away; 
The wolf then ſeizes on the beſt 
Secure, and ſcatters all the reſt. 

The hireling (ev'n as ſuch) recedes, 
Nor cares he for the ſheep he feeds : 
My ſheep, the ſhepherd true and good, 
I know, and I am underſtood, 
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Me as the Father knows, ev'n ſo 

1 him reciprocally know: 

And I, his covenant to keep, 

Lay down my life, and ſave my ſheep. 


And I have other ſheep, beſide 

[ 'This fold, for which I muſt provide ; 
„ They, by my voice, ſhall be controul'd 
| At length one ſhepherd and one fold. 
| | Here is my Father's love intenſe, 
F Becauſe I willingly go hence, 

[ And die the death to live again. 

| No man I charge, that I am flain : 

| | But, ſo empower'd my life reſign, 

5 (To yield and to reſume is mine) 

| This is the Father's great beheſt 

|  _ Giv'n to my ſoul's ſupreme requeſt. 

j 
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PAR ABLE XXXII. 
The True Vine. 


HE true and genuine vine am I, 
The huſbandman my Sire on high; 
Fach branch in me that grows in vain, 

He will not ſuffer to remain : 

But that which yields a plenteous ſtore, 
He purges to increaſe the more. 

rom your offence you now are clear'd 


By thoſe pure words, which you have heard. 


Abide in me, and I in you; | 
For as the branch no fruit can ſhew, 
Unleſs it cleave unto the tree, 

So ye are nothing but in me. 

Ye are the branches, I the vine, 
Much fruit you bear whene'er you join 
Your Saviour, and abide in one; 
But without me is nothing done. 

And if a man do not abide, 

As a dead branch he's caſt aſide ; 
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| And men, for ſuch have no deſire, 

„ But for the fuel of the fire. 

1 If you in me ſhall make abode, 

| ö Nor are my words in vain beſtow'd, 

1 Ye then ſhall aſk for what you will 

S. ccure of my compliance ſtill. 


| | Your fruitfulneſs to God confirms 
. The glory; on no other terms 

. 

N Ye my true followers can be. 


And as the Father's love's to me ; 
1 So are you all to me moſt dear: 
In mine affections perſevere. 
Ye in your love ſhall ſurely ſtand, 
t By giving heed to my command, 
| As I, while I to God's incline, 
Continue in the love divine. 
| Theſe things I've ſaid, that ye might dwell 
In joy, which ſhall to fullneſs ſwell — 
| Obey me—to each other ſhew 

'T hat love, which I have ſhewn to you : 
And there's no love this love tranſcends, 
That a man die to ſave his friends. 


1 ” 
——— 5 — — — 


| 
| 
| 


— —— 


3 


8 — 


PARA- 


Li! ffn e RAN 7 hs n 


Par. 33. The PARABLES. 73 


PAR ABLE XXXIII. 


The Good Samaritan. 


Certain councellor aroſe, 
And, tempting him, did this propoſe, 
What duties, maſter, muſt I do, 
Jo gain eternal life with you? 
What's in the written law decreed ? 
Che Lord reply'd, “ how doſt thou read?“ 
le anſwer'd, ** Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
Thy God wich all thy heart's accord, 
„With all thy ſoul to him inclin'd, 
And all thy ſtrength, and all thy mind, 
And as thyſelf and ſpecial end | 
'* Thy neighbour and his wealth befriend.” 
The Lord replies, Thou anſwer'ſt well; 
This do, thou ſhalt in ſafety welk. mr 
But he, deſirous to evade, 5 
And juſtify his practice, ſaid, 
O Lord, and out of all mankind, 
Pray, where muſt I my neighbour find ? 


LEE gt Tg To en 


Then 


4 
* 
OP . * — ——— —— ces: 
* 7 . ol * — 9 * 
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Then Jeſus anſwer'd, — On a day 

f « A certain trav'ller took his way, 

x © Bound from Jeruſalem to go 

*E A journey far as Jericho, 
And thieves encount'ring in his courſe, 

«© They ſtripp'd him of his cloaths by force, 
<< And, when with many wounds he bled, 


«© Departed, leaving him for dead. 
. <c 


* 


1 By chance there came unto the place 
{ | A prieſt, who when he ſaw the caſe, 
| | << Paſs'd over on the other ſide : 

* „MA Levite in likewiſe eſpy'd, 


And paſs'd off from the wounded man, 

| % But, haply, a Samaritan, 

F As he was trav'lling where he lay, 

+3 With pity did his caſe ſurvey, 

$ „And where he maimed was and bruis'd, 

| «© Bound up, and oil and wine infus'd ; 
© Then mounting on his beaſt he leads, 
And to an inn with caution ſpeeds : 

| „And on the morrow when he went, 

; {© He took out two pence to content 

| © The hoſt, and gave him charge, Take care, 

: Whatever more in this affair 

Thou ſpendeſt, I will thee repay 

«© Whenc'er I come again this way. 


« Which 
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Which perſon, therefore, can'ſt thou tell, 

« Was neighbour unto him that fell 

«« Amongſt the thieves ? — The man (he cries) 
That ſaw his wounds with pitying eyes. 

Then Jeſus anſwer' d, Get thee hence, 
And imitate benevolence.” 


PARABLE: WU. 


The Children in the Market-Place. 


2% what (ſays Chriſt the prince of grace) 

Shall I compare this froward race ? 

What are they like in word and way? 

They're like to little folk at play, | 
Vhich in the market-place commun'd 

With one another, We have tun'd g 
** Our pipes, and ye no meaſure kept, 
We've mourned, and ye have not wept,” | 
For, firſt, the way John Baptiſt lead, | 
Not drinking wine, nor eating bread, 

And you all cry'd, he was poſleſs'd. 

The Son of Man became your gueſt, 


74 The PARABLES. Par. 


And him to reprobate ye join, 

„ Behold, a glutton, giv'n to wine, 
Of publicans and vice the friend.“ 
But wiſdom's children ſhall defend 
Their parent working various ways, 


And bring her off tor endleſs praiſe. 


35 


PARA BLE XXXV. 


Chriſt and Mary Magdalen at the Phari ſi 


Entertainment, 


A Phariſee the Lord implor'd, | 
To come and bleſs his ſocial board : 
The Lord accepted of his treat, 
And went and fat him down to meat; 
When, lo! a woman of the place, 
FalPn by her fins into diſgrace, 
And knowing that the Lord was there, 
Did to the Phariſee's repair, 
And brought a box of ſweet perfume, 
And ſtood behind him in the room, 
There bath'd his feet the while ſhe cry'd, 
And with her locks diſhevell'd dry'd ; 
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Then with her lips ſhe kiſs'd his feet, 
And pour'd thereon her ointment ſweet. 
This, when the Phariſee, that made 
The entertainment, had ſurvey'd, 
He thus within himſelf agreed, 
If this man was a ſeer indeed, 
He would have known, that ſhe, who came 
And touch'd him, was of evil fame. 
But Chriſt unto his thought reply'd, 
simon, there's ſomething to decide, 
Which I ſhall ſpeak to thee anon.” 
Ard Simon anſwer'd, Lord, ſay on. 
A certain creditor from two 
Had got a ſum of money due, 
The one five hundred pence he lent, 
The other fifty — in event, 
When neither had a mite to pay, 
He both forgave. Now, therefore, ſay, 
Which of the twain ſhall love and bleſs. 
Ide moſt? — Says Simon, As I gueſs 
The perſon whom the moſt he ſpar'd. 
Says Chriſt, * Thou rightly haſt declar' * 
Then turning from his ſeat aſide, 
Sceſt thou this object here, he cry'd: 
men I came in thy houſe to greet, 
Thou gav'ſt me nought to waſh my feet; 
But 
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But ſhe for that her tears has us d, 
And wip'd them with her hairs diffus'd. 
Thy welcome no kind kiſs endear'd, 


But ever ſince I firſt appear'd, 


This woman here has been profuſe 

To kiſs my feet. From out thy cruſe 
Thou pourd'ſt no oil upon my head, 
But ſhe her precious balſam ſhed : 
Wherefore, 1 tell thee, I think fit 
Her fins, though' many, to remit. 

For much ſhe lov'd, as much ſhe ow'd : 


But ſhe that has the grace beſtow'd 


Of mercy for a ſmall concern, 
Will love but little in return, 
Thou from thy ſins (he cries) art free, 


Then certain of the company 


Said in themſelves, © Who's this, forſooth, 
„That pardons ſins?” But God the truth 
Did his poor penitent releaſe, 

„Thy faith has ſav'd thee, go in peace! 
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PARABLE XXXVI. 


: The Kingdom of Chriſt compared to a Little 
; Child. 


V "ITH little children certain went 
To Chriſt our Saviour, to th' intent 


bat he ſhould touch them and ſhould bleſs, 
o whom the twelve deny'd acceſs, 

nnd thoſe that brought them there, aggriev'd. 
Which, when the Lord himſelf perceiv'd, 
Ii did his anger much provoke, 

permit (he cry'd) the little folk 

oo come to me, and check them not, 
For to ſuch vot'ries I allot 

The honour of Chriſt's bleſt demain. 
For of a truth I tell you plain, 

The man, whoe'er ſhall not receive 

In ſtrict attention to believe) 

Ohriſt's kingdom, as *tis preach'd by me, 
With all a child's ſimplicity, 

* Shall in that kingdom find no place. 
The children then did he embrace, 


And 
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ä 3 
And on their heads his hands impreſs'd, 
And with divine good- nature bleſs'd. 


Th 
# 


PARABLE XXXVII. 


De Diſciples the Salt of the Eartb, Se. 


JE are the ſalt (the Prince of worth 
1 So call'd his followers) of the earth ; 


But if that falt of ſavour fail, 


What can the damage counteryail ? 
It from that time ev'n to the end 
Anſwers no purpoſe we intend : 


But to the duſt devolves, and then 
Is trampled under foot by men. 
You're to the world a light reveal'd. 
A city cannot be conceal'd, 

That's built'on a commanding ſite ; 
Nor do mere men a candle light 
Beneath a buſhel to convey, 

But on a candleſtick diſplay, 


And ſo of courſe its beams ſhine out 


To all the family about. 


Par. 37) The PARABLES. 


Let your light ſhine before. the face 
Of men, that they your works. may trace, 
And, as their goodnels they admire, 

Give glory to your heav'nly Sire. 


* 


The name of ev'ry thing expreſi d 
Py Chrijt was conjequently bleſs'd ; 
Thence render'd better for its uſe, 
Thence conſecrated from abuſe, 
He therefore oft his proverb brings 
Ham lowly life and common things, 
That they (whom high-flow'n thoughts offend) 
The vulgar might attention lend : 
rd, while their ſou'reign ſource they ſeek, 
Vit, learning, genius, might be meek, 
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PAR ABLE XXXVIIL 


The Beam and. the Mote.. 


DGE not, leſt ye be judg'd for pride: 
| For with what judgment you decide, 
Le ſhall be cenſur'd like for like; 
And the ſame meaſure that ye ſtrike, 
5 That ſhall be meaſur'd you again. 
1 And why beholdeſt thou with pain 
1 The mote that's in thy brother's eye, 
And thine. own beam canſt not deſcry ?” 
Thy brother, how canſt thou reprove, 
From thee let me that mote. remove, 
4 That I may ſet thy viſion right; 
When, lo] a beam obſtructs thy ſight. 
| Thou hypocrite with .canting tone, 
1 Firſt caſt the beam from out thine. own : - 
| And then ſhalt thou diſtinctly note 
Ii Thy brother's eye, and clear the mote. 
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Men, with regard to mental light, 

Are wilfully depriv'd of ſight 3 

Vlaith others crimes themſelves amuſe, 

Left their own hearts they ſhould peruſe, . 

Aud, irkſome taſte ! all joy forbear, 

[/rg'd to tears, temperance, and pray'r. 

This the worſt men the moſt will grudge, 

Fir ev'ry Judas is a- judge, 

gad all that deviate from God's way 

The great accuſer muſt obey, 


PARABLE XXXIX. 


Pearls not to be caſt before Swine. 


O dogs preſent not things divine, 
Nor caſt your pearls before the ſwine 
| Left wrath ſhould cruſh, what filth _— 


aud rend the donor for his pains. 


* 


CHRIST here his conduct to ingrates, 
1 precept clears, and vindicates ; 
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For he did oftentimes refuſe 

Plain doctrine to the rebel Jews. 

For there are incidents and times, 

When criminals. affect their crimes 

In ſuch, that they adviſers ſcorn, 

Still hated more, the more they warn. 

Thus Chriſt, nor word, nor works, they own', 


But for his merit would have flon'd. 


PARABLE XI. 


A Stone not to be given for Bread, nor a 
Serpent for Fiſh. 


MSK! God ſhall grant it without doubt; 
Go, ſeek ! and thou ſhalt find it out; 

Knock ! they ſhall open for thy pains. 

For every one that aſks, obtains ;. 

Who ſeeketh, finds; who knocks, comes in. 

For which, ev'n of the ſons of ſin, 

Will give his child requiring bread 

A ſtone for nurture in its ſtead; 


Par. 46k The PAR ABLES, 


Gr if he ſhould a fiſh demand, F 
Will put a ſcorpion in his hand ? g 


It you, thus evil as ye be, 

Can give things with propriety, 

And for your children good ſelect; 
How much more, in the like reſpect, 


Shall God your Father in the height 4 
= Give good things to th'importunate ? N | 

Then what you'd have your neighbours do, y 
In your ownlſelf th' example ſhew : 1 
3 The caſe your own you cannot err, ö 
b For laws and ſeers the ſame infer. lh 


PARABLE XLIL 


The Strait Gate. 


O hardſhip and to many a ſtrait 


a Inur'd, affect the narrow gate. 
For wide the door, and broad the way, 
That leads to horror and diſmay: 
But fond of eaſe, and chuſing wrong, 
There multitudes together throng. 5 
| G 3 For 
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86 The PARABLES. Par. 41. 
That can th' obſtructed paſſage find, 


Mere cbriſten'd ſoldiers of the Lord, 


For ftrait's the gate, and hard the road 
That leads to life's ſublime abode, 
And few there be of all mankind 


The Champion's evangelic life 
Is conteſt and predeftin'd flrife, 


And muſt by hardſhip claim reward. 
Up hill by land our fleps we guide, 
By jea we row gainſt wind and fide: 
Below we loſe above to win, 

And ſcorn all peace that's link'd to fm-: 
Thr ſtraits and thorns the Lord obey, 
And leave the wardlings to their way. 


PARABLE 


| a 2 4 F n VP A RAN EMA I 3 Lb $f vs! bd e bo BARE 


Par. 42. The PARABLES. 'B7 


„ als. 


— 
— — 


PARA BL E XIII. 
The Wolves in Sheep's Clothing. 


EW ARE of prophets in pretence, 
That come with ſeeming innocence 
Like ſheep, but both in will and pow'r 
They're wolves to worry and devour: 
Theſe by their fruits you ſhall detect. 

Do men from thorns the grapes collect, 
Or figs from thiſtles ? Even fo 
On the good tree good fruit will grow: 
But when once damag'd in the root, 
The tree's corruption mars the fruit. 
A tree that's good, with proper care, 
An evil fruit will never bear ; 

Nor can a tree that's naught at heart, 
By any means good fruit impart : 

And all (not ſuch as we require) 
Are fell'd and caſt into the fire. 
On men too thus your judgments paſs, 
And by their fruits their merit claſs, 
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PARABLE XLIII. 
The Houſe built upon a Rock, 


OT they that merely cite my name, 
Lord! Lord! but thoſe heav'n's bliſs ſha! 
claim 
Which by my Father's will have ſtood, 
Who dwells in heav'n for actual good. 
In that day many ſhall apply, 
Lord! Lord! did we not prophecy, 
And in thy name the dey'ls eject, 
© And marvels in thy name effect? 
To whom I will again profeſs, 
Depart, ye ſons of wickedneſs : 
I know not or your works or you. 
Wherefore the men that hear and do 
My words, I liken to a man, | 
Who taking wiſdom for his plan, 
Upon a rock his houſe did frame; 
Rains fell, and inundations came, 
And tempeſts blew, and could not ſhock 
The building founded on a rock. 


And 
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And theſe my words who will not hear, 
And do them in religious fear, 

] liken to a fool that plann'd 

And built his houſe upon the ſand; 
Rains fell, and inundations came, 

And tempeſts blew upon the ſame, 

"Fill down it tumbled, roof and all, 
And great and grievous was the fall. 


The Lord himſelf's the corner-ſlone, 
Il/hich we depend upon alone: 
By whom all eminence aſcends, 
ich all perfection ſtarts and ends. 
The blaſts of envy, floods of vice, 
In vain attack our edifice, 
Il hich flill all violence ſhall mack, 
ls founded on the Lord our rock. 
Diſſenters from the holy law 
Huild upon flubble and on flraw.; 
And as the ground-work that they place, 
Such is the building, free from grace, 
Alike unhallow'd and uncouth, 
i void of permanence as truth. 


PARA- 
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PARABLE XLIV. 
.A Houſe divided againſt itſelf. 


. Par JESUS with a man they-come 

| Who was poſſeſs'd, both blind and dumb, 
-And him he cur'd to that degree, 
That he could both converſe and ſee ; 
And all were ſtruck at what was done, 
And queſtion'd, “ Is this David's ſon ? ” 
But when the Phariſees had heard 
This mercy, they blaſphem'd and ſneer'd, 
„ This fellow does not dey'ls expel 
But by the very prince of hell.” 
But Jeſus knew their thoughts, and ſaid, 
Where'er diviſion makes a-head, 
That kingdom to confuſion falls; 
And ev'ry houſe, within whoſe walls 
Inteſtine feuds begin to reign, 
Can never for long time remain. 
If ſatan then himſelf eject, 
He is divided in effect, 
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And how can his dominion hold ? 
And if, by Beelzebub controul'd, 
{ caſt out devils, by what name 
Do theſe your children do the ſame ? 
Wherefore for this, when you're arraign'd, 
They ſhall your judges be ordain'd : 
But if I dev'ls themſelves command 
By God the ſpirit of my hand, 

Then is Chriſt's kingdom come indeed. 
For how-can any one ſucceed 
To force a ſtrong man's houſe, and ſpoil, 
Unleſs he firſt his proweſs foil? 
And when h' has bound him on the ſpot, 
Shall pillage all that he has got. 
Whoe'er from me himſelf withdraws, 
Declares againſt me and my cauſe : 
Who gather not with me, are ſeen 

To ſcatter all they reap or glean. 
Wherefore believe my word expreſs, 
All blaſphemy and wickedneſs, 

Wich men commit at any time, 
Shall be forgiv*n, except the crime 

Againſt the Holy Ghoſt alone, 
For which no ſinner ſhall atone. 
And whatſoever man ſhall frame 


His ſpeech againſt my word and name, | 


The 
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The Son of God ſhall that remit: 
But him he never ſhall acquit, 
Who ſhall the Holy Ghoſt offend, 
Nor now, nor in the latter end. 

Let things be as they are. The tree 
If good, the product good muſt be; 
Or make the tree corrupt, at beſt 


The fruit's the ſame — that is the teſt. 


O race of vipers | bad in grain 

How can ye righteouſneſs maintain ? 
For from the fulneſs of the heart 
The mouth does all its ſpeech impart. 


The good, as from a wiſe man's hoard, 


Shall riches of the heart afford : 
The bad, as in a miſer's hole, 
Shall treaſure things againſt the ſoul. 
For ev'ry word which indiſcrete, 

CI fay) ye for the nonce repeat, 
The talkers.all muſt ſtand aghaſt 
Before Chriſt's judgment-ſeat at laſt : 


For words well-weigh'd, or miſapply'd, 


Thou ſhalt be judg'd, or juſtify'd. 
 Thas ſin (tho horror of offence) 


Does not exclude fair penitence *, 


Par. 44. 


For 


* See the author of the Practice of Piety upon 


this ſubjeR. 
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For had the monſters, whoſe conceit 
Did ſurive Chriſt's mercy to defeat, N 
And interrupt his ghoſtly pour, | 

But . pleaded guilty the ſame hour, 

And faithful promis'd to amend, 

They'd made an injur'd God their friend. 

Var wipers {rom beneath, that lurk 
To thwart God's love about its work, 1 
Are more Chriſt's hate, and ſatan's prey, 


Than attual fin in open day. 
PARABLE XLV. 

The Whole need no Phyſician. | 

NE day when Chriſt had took his ſeat j 

In his own houſe his food to eat, i 

Then alſo publicans came in 1 1 | 1 
With ſundry branded for their ſin, 4 
and with Chriſt Jeſus ſat in view, | 
With his diſciples not a few: | 


(For 
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(For having for a little ſpace 
An home, his flock increas'd apace) 

But as the Scribes, and ſe ſevere 

Of Phariſees, bcheld him here, 

They aſk'd of his diſciples then, 

With publicans and ſinful men 

His bread why has your maſter broke? 
When Jeſus thus in anſwer ſpoke, 

4 The healthy no phyſician ſect, 

« Who's needful to the ſick and weak; 
c Not for the righteous was I ſent, 

« But for the ſinners to repent.““ 


Par. 45. 
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PARABLE XLVI. 


The Children of the Bride-Chamber. 


E QAINT John's diſciples, and the ſect ; 
| Of Phariſees, did much affect. | 
the uſe of faſting certain days, 

They, therefore, in familiar phraſe, 

Aſd, “ Why do John's diſciples uſe 

Strict abſtinence, and thine refuſe ? 

Then Jeſus thus himſelf expreſs'd, 

Can children, of the bridal bleſs'd, 

** Themſelves with abſtinence chaſtiſe 

In joy before the bridegroom's eyes ? 

Long as the nuptial feaſt ſhall laſt, 


= © in very truth, they cannot faſt : f 
hut ſoon enough. the days arrive | 
W © That ſhall from them the bridegroom drive, A 
And then they ſhall their food forego | 
In downright bitterneſs and woe. o 
So, likewiſe, no man ſews a patch P 


Of an old cloth, that will not match, 
« Upon 
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« Upon a veſtment that is new : 


1 } 

1 “ For otherwiſe the thing you few | 

| 5 « Will make the cloth contract and purſe, ; 
1 4% Until the rent be made the worſe, b 
| . « So no one will new wine infuſe J 
. &« In old and tainted jars to chuſe; 1 
[| « Elſe the new wine will burſt the clay, I 
3 4 And or be marr'd or waſte away: | 
. But wine that's juſt fin'd off and new, 
„ & Should have freſh receptacles too.“ . 
| f Both purpoſes you will deſtroy, F 
„ Or gladd' ning grief, or damping joy. $ 
1 But here the Lord's good- nature ſhines, F 

Y Who ſuffers by high. fed DIVIx Es, 1 
3 „ Why could not we caft out the fend? 

WK Becauſe you have yourſelves demean'd. 

1 For miracles ſo great and rare 

ls Come but by faſting and by pray'r. 

1 But after all it was not right 

| 4 To give up to each hypocrite 

| 0 His own true ſervants to the laſt, 

oF Whoſe food was better than their faſt. 
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PARABLE XLVIL 
The Bearing of the Croſs. 


ND having bade the throng draw near, 
His doctrine with the twelve to hear,, 
He ſaid, “ Whoever would apply: 
To me, he muſt himſelf deny, 
Take up the croſs. where'er I goz. 
And be my follower in woe. 
For who his precious. life would ſpare, 
Shall loſe it for his. over-care.: | 
** But for the goſpel's. ſake and mine | | 
* Whoever ſhall his life reſign, 
The ſame ſhall fave it at the laſt. | 
For when a man's account is caſt, | 
What ſhall it profit, if he win. — 
The world, and loſe his ſoul in ſin? | 
Or what exchange can counterpoiſe - 4243 
His ſoul and heav'n's eternal joys ? | | 
** Whoever, therefore, in this age | 
Of vice, and rank adult'rous rage, 
n « Shall. 
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„ Him too the Son of Man ſhall ſpurn 


Nor following where thou goeſt before.“ 


A cup of water for my ſake, 
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« Shall be aſham'd of me and mine, 
And of the doctrine I injoin, 


& In like contempt at his return, 
“ With all his Father's glory crown'd, 
And all th'angelic hoſt around. 


PARABLE XLVIII. 


The Neceſſity of Self-denial. 


AINT John did thus the Lord addreſs, 
We ſaw a perſon diſpoſſeſs 
ce In thy bleſt name th' infernal pow'rs, 
&* And we forbade him, as not ours, 


But Jeſus ſaid, Forbid no more ; 
For who does marvels in my name, 
Will never lightly Chriſt defame : 
And whoſoe'er with hand and heart 
Is not againſt us, takes our part. 


And whoſoe'er ſhall bid you take 
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Becauſe you're ſervants of the Lord, 
In no wiſe ſhall eſcape reward. 

But whatſoever man offends 

The leaſt of theſe my little friends, 
Which reſt their confidence in me, 
Better he fell into the ſea, 

A mill-ſtone tied to plunge him in. 
For if thy hand offend in fin, 
Of with it: for *tis better mead, 

[f maim'd, to lively grace you ſpeed, 
Than with two hands to go to hell, 
Where fiends in fre eternal dwell ; 
Yea, where the worm ſhall never die, 
And ſiends unceaſing flames ſupply. 
and if thy foot offending ſlide, 

Of with it: for 'tis on thy fide 
Rather that halt to life you ſpeed, 
han with two feet to fink indeed, 
here where the worm ſhall never die, 
and fiends unceaſing flames ſupply. 
and if thine eye offence ſhould ſee, 
Out with it: for 'tis well for thee, 
Rather God's kingdom to obtain 
VUne-ey'd, than go to hell with twain ; 
Yea, where the worm ſhall never die, 
And hends unceaſing flames ſupply. 
H 2 
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For ev'ry man provoking ire, 
Muſt be detain'd in ſalt of fire; 
And ev'ry ſacrifice that's pure 
Is of the ſalt that makes endure :- 
'The falt is good; but if it loſe 
Its ſavour, who that ſalt ſhall uſe ?- 
The ſalt of my pure word imbibe, 
And to each other peace preſcribe. 
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EARA BLE XLIX. 


The Reed ſnaken with the Wind, 


FT ONAN Baptiſt having choſen two 
Of his. diſciples, with a view 

Of proyng Jeſus, ſent them out 

To put the matter out of doubt: 

« Art thou Meſſias, God's elect, 

&« Or ſome one elſe muſt: we expect? 
(And many a plague he in that hour 
Did cure, and fickneſs, by his pow'r: 

5 He caſt out devils in their ſight, 

75 And to the blind reſtor'd the light.) 


Then 
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Then Jeſus anſwer'd, ** Go your way, ; 
„Tell what you have ſeen and heard to-day: - 
„The lame do walk, the blind do fee, -» 
** The-lep'rous are in purity, 
The dead ariſe, the deaf give ear, 

And all the poor the goſpel hear: 

“And great his bleſſing and his praiſe, 
„Who takes no umbrage at my ways.” 

And when the meſſengers of John 

Were by the Lord's commandment gone, 

He to the people then began 

To ſpeak of this amazing man, 

What went you out in ſuch a preſs 

*© To ſeek for in the wilderneſs? 

A man that wavers in his mind, | 

© Like reed, when ſhaken by the wind? 
Again, I ſay, what ſought ye there, 

«© A man ſoft-clad in camel's hair! 

For dainty folk the conrt's the place, 
And ſuch as gorgeous veſtments grace. 

© But ſtill what went you to explore, 

< A prophet? Yea, and ſomething more. 
For this is he of whom 'tis penn'd, 

* Behold, my meſſenger I ſend 

© Before my face, who ſhall fore- run, 

„The way adjuſting for my Son. 
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M hoſe faith's implicit from the font. 
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« For know, mongſt thoſe of women born, 
«© No greater ſeer did e'er adorn 

«© The world than John — and yet I ſay, 
The man that owns my word and way, 
«© The Chriſtian in the leaſt degree, 

Is of more eminence than he.” 


Johm own'd our bleſſed Saviour firſt, 
And ſhould have follow'd him at worſt, 
Not for himſelf diſciples made, 

But been his maſter's, and obey d. 

This in the infant church did tend 

To ſchiſm, and his untimely end. 

But in Chriſt's kingdom he ſhall reign, 
Who quick as thought ſhall Chriſt maintain, 
Nor hope, nor charity ſhall want, | 
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PAR ABLE L. 


Leaving all for Chriſt. 


T happen'd, as they went along, 

A certain man from out the throng 
Cry'd, “ Lord, I will thy ſteps attend, 
„ Where'er your painful courſe you bend.” 
And Jeſus ſaid, ** Without an home, 
** Forlorn the Son of Man muſt roam, 
Though foxes are of holes poſleſs'd, 
And ev'ry bird has got his neſt.” 

And to another Jeſus ſaid, _ 
Come, follow me,” But he delay'd, 
And cry'd, * Lord, ſuffer me to go 
And firſt my father's corſe beſtow.” 
But Jeſus, Leave the conduct free 
Of dead men for the dead to me: 

* But thou the living God maintain, 


And preach Chriſt Jeſus, and his reign.” 


Another made an offer too, 


** Thy ſteps, O Lord, will I purſue; 
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; « But firſt permit me, where I dwell, 
0 „To bid my family farewel.” 
But Jeſus to the man rejoin'd, 
Not they that plow, and look behind 

«© Unto the world and its deceit, 

Are ſubjects for Chriſt's kingdom meet.“ 


Behold, a cruel hardſhip here, 
Moſi worthy of a poor man's tear! 
The God Supreme of human race, 
The Lord of pity, love, and grace, 
Had neither dwelling-place, nor bed 
To houſe a friend, or lay his head. 
Sure, thoſe that ſaw were dead indeed, 
| Who gave him neither help nor heed. 
\ _ Obſerve too, when a man ſets out 
j Tn Chrift, he muſt have done with doubt, 
From carnal cares divorce his ſoul, 
And preſs direftly for the goal. 
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PARABLE II. 


heav'n) 
To ſhun the Phariſaic leav'n, 
Evn hypocritical diſguiſe: 
For nothing's veil'd from human eyes, 
Which ſhall not in due time be ſhewn, 
Nor hid, but ſhall be fully known. 


In darkneſs, ſhall be heard in light 
And cloſet-whiſpers ſhall reſound 
Upon the houſe-tops all around. 

And, friends, let me exhort you all, 
Let not ſuch men your hearts appall, 
That can the human body kill, 
Without more pow'r to evil will. 

Bur I'll forewarn you whom to dread, 


Has pow'r to caſt the ſoul in hell; 
Fear bim, and tremble to rebell. 
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Wherefore whate'er you've ſpoke by night 


The Leaven of the Scribes and Phariſees. 


AKE heed (ſaid Chriſt the Word of 


Ev'n him, who when h' has ſmote you dead, 
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Are not five ſparrows brought and ſold, 
If ev'n two farthings be but told ? 

Yet is there not a ſingle bird 

By God forgot, the Life and Word. 
And ev'n the very locks you wear 

By God are number'd to a hair. 

Fear not ; your lives in God's account 
The worth of ſparrows far ſurmount. 


His tenderneſs to human kind, 
As Feſus ſhews, he would remind 
His flock, that he has flill a care 
For animals in earth and air, 
And thoſe beneath the rolling tide 


For all by ſparrows are imply d. 


It is a moſt accepted thing 

Before the Maker and the King, 
To imitate God's goodneſs here. 
For tis a truth as day-ſpring clear, 
That brutes to kindly treat and feed 


I love to Chrift in very deed. 
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PARABLE LIL 


Humility recommended. 


FAHRIST did this parable repeat 
| To certain bidden to a treat, 
| When he remark'd each eager gueſt 

| lo chuſe his place out for the beſt. 

© Invited to the bridegroom's cheer, 

| © In his chief room do not appear, 

| © Lelt ſome great man of nobler race 

| © Be bidden to the ſelf-ſame place, 
And he that bade thee, come and ſay, 
Io your ſuperior, friend, give way; 
And thou begin with ſhame to burn, 


And to the loweſt place return, 
But when thou'rt aſk'd, do not preſume, 
And fit thee in the meaneſt room, 
That he who bade thee there to ſup, 
May call thee, friend, come higher up; 
And thou ſhall have reſpe& with thoſe, 

* Who next to thee their ſeats diſpoſe. 


« For 
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„ Shall be abas'd for his default: 
„ But men who're mean in their own eyes, 


« Shall from humiliation riſe,” 


PARABLE LIE. 


The Neceſſity of Forecaſt. 


RIS T to the multitude, that preſs'd 
A Around him, thus himſelf addreſs'd, 
„ 'They chat affect the goſpel-life, 
„ And hate not father, mother, wife, 
** With brethren, fiſters, children, all 
That they their property can call, 
« Yea, who ſhall not ev'n life decline 
In my behalf, cannot be mine. 
&« And who do not their croſs ſuſtain, 
„And follow me in woes and pain, 
Cannot with my diſciples band: 
«© For which of you ſhall take in hand 
To raiſe the ſtructure of a tow'r, 
And not firſt eſtimate his pow'r, 


Par. 53 The PARABLES 1ag 
« ]f he can with convenience ſpare 
The coſt to bring the whole to bear; 

« Leſt, haply, after he has made 

« Th attempt, and. his foundation laid, 

« And cannot his deſign defray, 

« The people ſee, and mocking ſay, 

« This builder with a tow'r began, 

Hut could not execute his plan. 

« Or what king, who would war declare- 
Againſt his foe, does not: take care, 

« And itt him down and weigh the caſe,. 
« If with ten thoufand he can face 

A king full twenty thouſand ſtrong: 


« Liſe while his armies march along, 
He ſends an embaſlage to ſue 
For peace, and its conditions too. 
So none but who himſelf contents 
* To give up all at all events, 
Can ever my diſciple be — 
Then mark the end, and follow me.“ 


IRIS T, by the Phariſaic train 


And at what time it ſhould commence, 


© Attend them not or word or way. 
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PARABLE LIV. 


Tze Advent of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, 


Requir'd to ſhew them of his reign, 


Thus anſwer'd their impertinence : 

4 That great event comes not about 

« By obſervation from without : 

« Lo! here, lo! there, they ſhall not cry, 
And point it to the human eye; 

« For, as the Lord his grace imparts, 

6 The heav'nly kingdom's in your hearts.” 
Then faid he to the twelve again, 
„The time ſhall come when ye would fain 
„ Behold a glorious day, like this; 

« But then ye ſhall have no ſuch bliſs. 

« And if, See here! See there! they ſay, 


„For as in heav'n the light'ning ſhines 
« From one ſide to th' oppoſing /igns ; 
e 80 
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So ſhall the Son, array'd in light, 

« On his own day, divinely bright, 

„ Shine quicker than a mortal's thought, 

« And be by no obſerver caught.” 


PARABLE LV. 
The Harveſt and Labourers. 


ND Jeſus journey'd to ſurvey 

A Each town and village in his way, 
And did in ſynagogues maintain 
And preach the goſpel of his reign, 
And did all pain and fickneſs cure 
Amongſt the people rich and poor: 
But when he ſaw their throngs ſo great, 
He did the men compaſſionate, 
As ſheep that wander'd far and wide, 
Aud had no ſhepherd for their guide: 
Then to his followers he cries, 
In truth, we have before our eyes 
An harveſt which does much abound, 
But how few labourers are found! 
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Preſs then · the Lord by pray'r and ſong, 

(To whom both toil and fruit belong) 

That be more labourers would ſend 

With you to reap, and make an end. 


.-REDEMPTION.! how immenſe the plan 
Which firſt the Lord with twelve began J 
But ſoon he ſeventy men ordain d, 

Yet ordination was reſtrain c 

Until the, Holy Ghoft was ſent, 

When ev ry where th apoſtles went, 

They biſhops, prieſts, and deacons made; 
But ſome deſerted, ſome betray'd 

The Lord, ev'n in the purer times, 

pen wond'rous grace enhanc'd their crimes. 
O Lord! we pray, by thy command, 

Send thou more lat rers to thy land. 

Let us not ſpare to ſpread thy name 

Abroad; nor brook the mighty ſhame, 

That the poor infidel and blind 

Are ſtill the more part of mankind... 


PARABLE 
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PARABLE LVI. 


Perſeverance in Cbriſt encouraged. 


EHOLD1! I ſend you all away 

Like ſheep amongſt the wolves of prey; 
= [hen be ye like the ſerpents keen, 

ä But doves, as harmleſs and ſerene. 


= Yet of the carnal world take heed: 
For at their bars they ſhall implead, 
And ſcourge you in the houſe of pray'r, 
E /\nd to their chiefs you muſt repair, 

And dragg'd before each earthly prince, 
Both Jews and Gentiles ſhall convince. 
But, when giv'n up to pow'r, be meek, 
And take no thought what ye. ſhall ſpeak : 
Ve ſhall be prompted in that day 

In cv'ry thing you ought to ſay. 

Ve ſpcak not but as God controuls 
Your ſpirit, working in your ſouls. 


8 And 
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And brothers brethren ſhall forſake, 
And fire his ſon, when life's at ſtake ; 
Children againſt their parents riſe, 
And ev'n tormenting deaths deviſe ; 
And all ſhall hate'you, and defame, 
Becauſe you're called by my name : 
But they that to the laſt endure, 

Shall make their own ſalvation ſure, 
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PARAB LE LVII. 


Adherence to the Doctrine of Chiſt. 


HEN to them all our Saviour cries, 

1 Beware leſt you apoſtatize, 
Or to the Phariſees ye make, 
Or leav'n of Sadducees partake. 
They thereupon conferr'd and ſaid, 
It is becauſe we've took no bread. 
But Chriſt obſerving them, exclaim'd, 
O ſcant of faith, moſt rightly nam'd 
Why do you tax yourſelves with wrong, 
Becauſe you brought no bread along? 


Do 
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Do ſenſe and mem' ry fail you ſtill, 1 
How five loaves did five thouſand fill, cob 4 
And what the baſkets that remain'd ? ; | 
And how ſev'n thouſand were ſuſtain'd 1 
By four, who did ſev'n baſkets leave ? ö 
How is it, ye do not perceive, 4M 
| ſpake not touching daily food, 1 
But that ye ſhould yourſelves exclude 3 | 
From that ſame leay'n whoſe horrors pleaſe $1 


The Phariſee and Sadducees, 

hen by them it was clearly ſeen, 
The leav'n of bread he did not mean, 
But to the doctrine did object 

As held by each diſſenting ſect. 
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PARABLE LVII. 
The Stability of ChriſFs Church. 
HRIST thus did his diſciples try, 


As, Who do men alledge that I, 
The Son of Man, on earth am come? 


Some ſay, John Baptiſt ; other ſome, 


Thou'rt Jeremias, or a ſeer. 

« But whom to you do I appear ? ” 
Thou'rt Chriſt (did Peter then declare) 
The living God's immortal heir — — 
To him then Chriſt himſelf addreſs'd, 
Simon Bar-Jona thou art bleſs'd: 


This fleſh and blood could not unfold, 


But thee my heav'nly Father told. 
And unto thee again I tell, 

That Peter I have nam'd thee well, 
And on this rock my church ſhall tow'r, 
*Gainſt which hell gates ſhall have no pow'r: 
And I will give to thee the keys 

Of heav'n, and whatſoc'er you pleaſe 


Par. 58. The PARABLES. 117 
To bind on earth, in heav'n ſhall ſtand, 
Or looſe, be loos'd at thy command, 
Then did he charge them, (as a teſt 
How far their zeal would brook beheſt) 
That they ſhould not their Lord proclaim, 
That he was Jeſus Chriſt by name. 
Thenceforth the Lord began to ſhow 
His foll'wers, how he needs muſt go, 
And at Jeruſalem ſuſtain 
From prieſts, ſcribes, elders, ſcorn and pain, 
And him tho” they to death ſhould doom, 
He the third day would life reſume. 
But Peter took him up, and chid 
His maſter, crying, God forbid |! 
e Such things ſhall never thee betide.“ 
But turning to him, Chriſt reply'd, 
Satan recede, and get thee hence 
For thou to me art much offence : 
Thou doſt to carnal things incline, 
And ſavour'ſt not the things divine. 
IV hen Peter found that he was praisd 
By Chriſt, and oer his brethren rais'd 
In his efleem, he in that hour 
Began to dream of wealth and pow'r : 
Fir ſatan, at his elbaw, ſaid, 
Thau of the church art ſou'reign head; - 
| I 3 And 
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118 The PARABLES. Par. 59. 
And all mankind, as thou think t ft, 
Thou ſhalt. condemn, or ſhalt acguit; 
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| | | In coſtly garbs thou ſhalt be dreſt, 
| And feaſt on viands of the beſt ; 


5 T hou fhalt from kings exact renown, 
And make thyſelf a triple erown — 
But Jeſus bade the dev' recede, 

Or Peter bad been Pope indeed. 


P ARAB LE LIX. 


The Eaſineſs of Cbriſt's Yoke. 
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HRIST JESUS thus his thanks addrels'd 
To God, O Father, be thou bleſs'd, 


* Thou Lord of heav'n and earth below, 

<« Becauſe theſe things thou would'ſt not ſhow 
„ To carnal men or worldly wiſe, 

«© But taught to babes thy myſteries : 

« Ev'n ſo, my God, for that is right 
« Whate'er is ſeemly in thy ſight. 
My Father leaves to me, his Son, 

All things. Nor is there any one 
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Can know me, ſaving him alone : 
Nor is the Father truly known 

To any man, but Chriſt, and thoſe 
To whom I ſhall his will diſcloſe. 
Come all, o'er-laden and oppreſt, 
Come here, and I will give you reſt 
Unto my yoke your necks ſubmit, 
And taught of me yourſelves acquit. 
My heart is lowly and reſign'd, 

Hence for your ſouls ye reſt ſhall find: 


For eaſy is my yoke to wear, 
And light the burden ye ſhall bear. 


Not any wretch in want and woe 
bears half what Chriſt muſt undergo 
In pain and anguiſh for his ſoul : 
vo all our ſuff*rings, on the whole, 
Are light, and eafy, if compar d 


IVith what the Lord himſelf has ſbar d; 


Or ghry, which ſhall be reveal'd 


To ſuch as God, through Chriſt, has ſeal d. 
Olſerve too — that the Lord gives praiſe, 


That truth her intellectual rays, 
Beam'd on the fimple, were deny'd 
To wit and philoſophic pride. 

The more unlikely are the means, 
Hhene'er God's proweſs intervenes, 
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To bleſs and ſtrengthen human race, 
| The more the marvel and the grace, 
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„ PAR ABLE LX. 
The Sign of the Prophet Jonas. 


HE Scribes and Phariſees, to thwart 
Our Saviour Chriſt, did this retort, 
We would a ſign from thee behold : 
But he the wilful atheiſts told, 
A wicked and adult'rous ſeed, 
_ « Require a ſign, but ſhall not ſpeed, 
Except in that which Jonas writes. 
For as that ſeer three days and nights 
„In the whale's belly did reſide, 
„ So ſhall the Son of Man abide 
In earth's receſs an equal ſpace. 
„ Ev'n Nineveh's rebellious race 
„ Shall try this people at the laſt, 
And on fair evidence ſhall caſt. 
„They turn'd their hearts, by Jonas warn'c, | 
« But you've a greater prophet ſcorn'd. 
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The queen from forth the ſouth ſhall riſe, 
And caſt this nation when ſhe tries, 
Which did from fartheſt earth appear, 

© The lore of Solomon to hear: 

But, lo! the man ye will not heed, 

« Is greater far in word and deed. 


In public, and before the ſun, 
Ten thouſand miracles were done 
Each day by Jeſus Chriſt, to cure 
The pains and ailments of the poor 
Yet Scribes and Phariſees muſt join 
To tempt our Lord, and aſk a ſign. 
They ſaw his works : but his diſcourſe, 
Theſe works were mighty to inforce, 
They heard not, or broke off by hate, 
By fneer, by queſtion, and debate. 


The PARABLES, Par. 61. 
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PARA BLE LXI. 


Spiritual Afinity. 


XJ HILE yet the people he detain'd, 
As he his bleſſed will explain'd, 
Behold, his mother ſtood apart, 
And brethren, who had ſet their heart 
A joint-petition to declare, 
Which was to ſpeak with Jeſus there. 
Then certain did the Lord remind, 
Behold, thy mother ſtands behind, 
And brethren, ſomething have to ſay. 
But he th' informer kept at bay, 
And aſk'd, My mother, who is ſhe, 
And brethren in the firſt degree? 
And then his bleſſed hands he ſpread 
To his diſciples, and he faid, 
«© My mother and my brethren view; 
« For who my Father's will ſhall do, 
&« Are mothers, brethren, ſiſters, all 
„ That truth and tenderneſs can call.” 
Connect io 
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Connections form'd with Gad above, 

Are not by carnal claims, but love, 

And to the Lord, through goodneſs, dear 
Saints ſoul to foul in heav'n adbere. 


** 


pPAR ABLE LXII. 


The Woman of Canaan. 


HEN Jeſus did from thence depart 
To Tyre, and that Sidonian mart, 
Behold, a Canaanitiſh dame 

From the ſame coaſts directly came, 

** O Lord, thou ſon (it is moſt ſure) 

* Of David, father of the poor, 

Thy mercies on my daughter ſhow'r, 

*< Now in the fiend's vexatious pow'r.” 
But he reply'd not to her ſpeech. 

Then did the twelve the Lord beſeech, 
Diſpatch that woman to her own, 

For after us ſhe makes her moan. 

I am not ſent, he anſw'ring ſaid, 


But to the ſheep from Iſrael ſtray'd. 


| 124 Tne PARAB LES. Par. 62. 


| 7 Then fell ſhe meekly at his feet, 
US Lord Jeſus ! help me, I intreat.” 
4 But he return'd, „It is too dread 


„To give the dogs the children's bread.” 
And ſhe again, &« *Tis true, O Lord; 
But then ev'n dogs have their reward, 
„Which is the ſcraps and crumbs of all 
„That from their maſter's table fall.“ 

Then Jeſus in concluſion ſaith, 

O woman, mighty is thy faith! 

„Thy ſuit is heard.” — And it befell, 

That at the word the maid was well. 

Our Lord's original intent 

Was for the Jews ſalvation meant, 

The firſt fruits of his wond rous plan, 

Then all the nations, man by man, 

But Abr ham's ſeed, the good and great, 
Had ſatan made adulterate, 1 
To thwart the Lord's peculiar grace, 

And introduce the heathen race. 

This Feſus grude'd in a degree, 

In zeal. for tribe and family : 

But yet determining for good, | 

He in this caſe the fiend with/loed. 

Obſerve we here the woman's praiſe, 

So humbly appgſite of phraſe, 


Dur 


Fre Led _— _ — 


eren e be, ee e ee e 


2 


Par. 63. The PARABLES. 125 
Our end we gain, and wrath defeat, 9 8 
pen once our anſwers are diſcrete. 
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PARABLE LXIII. 
The two Sons of Zebedee. 


HE ſpouſe of Zebedee, that bare 

The ſons of Thunder, made a a pray "rs 

As ſhe to Chriſt adoring came; 

And Jeſus ſaid, What would the dame ? 
Grant me, O Lord, that either ſon 

ge with thee in thy kingdom; one 

Upon thy right hand to appear, 

The other on the left as near.” 

But Jeſus anſwer'd their deſire, 

*« Ye know not what ye would require. 

Do ye yourſelves of ſtrength believe 

<< The cup I drink of to receive? 

And in that baptiſm be baptiz'd, _ 

* Which is for Chriſt himſelf devis'd bt: 

O Lord, we do, they anſwer make, 1 0 
© Ye ſhall indeed my cup partake, . "kad 
6 Be 
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26 The PARABLE S. Par. 63 
; * Be baptiz'd in my baptiſm too; 

« But 'tis not of my gifts to you, 

On right or left to place, but theirs 

« For whom iny heav'nly Sire prepares.“ 

|< But when this thing was told the ten, 

. They were enrag'd at both the men: 

10 But Jeſus call'd them all, and ſaid, 
£« Ye know the Gentiles chuſe a HEAD, 
„ And that great prince that holds the reins, 
«© Will plead a merit for his pains : 
« But with you it ſhall not be ſo; | 
„Who would be great, he ſhall be low, 
And he th'aſpiring chief of all 

j 4 A lord at ev'ry ſervant's call. 

U << Tis with the Son of Man the ſame, 

i „ To ſerve, and not be ſerv'd, he came; 


A miniſter of no eſteem, 
1 „Which dies the myriads to redeem. 
1 When Chriſt the multitudes had fed 


With God's good fiſhes and his bread, . 

At once ſo great tuas his renqwn, 

| The people proffer'd him a crown, 

2 From which in hafle the Lord withdrew 
To better points he had in view. 

Chriſtians muſt honour and obey _ 

Such men as" bear the ſov'reign favay : 
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But, in reſpect of each to each, 

The Lord and his apoſtles teach, 

That we ſhould neither load nor bind, 
But be diſtributive and kind. 


PARABLE LXIV. 


The Head-Stone in the Corner, 


HE Lord did thus beſpeak the throng, 
** Have ye not read in David's ſong ? 
What ſcoffing builders could diſown 

{© Is of the church the corner-ſtone, 

The work of God, ſupremely wile, 
And is ſtupendous in our eyes. 

** Therefore I to you all aver, 

God ſhall his heav'nly reign transfer 
To nations that ſhall grow in grace, 
And rend it from the Jewiſh race: 
And whoſo on that ſtone ſhall dare 
To fall, he ſhall be broken there; 

++ But on the man that ſtone ſhall fall, 
** "Twill grind him as the powder ſmall,” 
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128 The PARAB LES. Par. 6. 
The rebel Jews, perverſe of will, 
: New plans of faith projecting till, 
Diem d the very law they read, 
BE And brought tradition in its flead : 
1 Thus did they ſpurn the corner-/lone, 
And laid foundations of their own. 

Now Chriſt has built the church in pow'r 
F At once her baſis and her tou'r ; 
I And who ſhall flumble in offence, 

x Though with a plea of innecence, 
| Muſt ſeek to pray'r, muſt weep apart 
* In broken and a contrite heart. 
| But fins of an enormous cry 
Force Chriſt in vengeance from on high ; 
But merey glories to adjourn, | 
And bear affront, and wait a turn. 


PARABLE 
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PARABLE LXV. 
Tribute payable to Ceſar. 


HE Phariſees, did council take, 
How they might trap him, as he ſpake; 
And to the Lord their ſect'ries ſent, 
Wich Herod's crew, to that intent, 
Who ſaid, We know that thou art true, 
« And teacheſt us God's work to do 
In truth, nor doſt thou ſtand: in fear 
« Of any man, or rank revere; 
« We, therefore, would that thou declare: 
« What is thy thought in this affair, 
* is it a lawful thing to pay 
To Cæſar tribute or gain — ſay ? 1 
But Chriſt their craft did inſtant ſee; 
Ve hypocrites, why tempt ye me? 
et me the tribute · money view.“ 
I penny to the Lord they ſnew — 
* Whoſe ſuperſcription and whoſe head 
2 Is on this piece of coin? he ſaid.“ 
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1320 The PARABLES. Par, 6, 


lf a man die and leave no ſeed, 


They anſwer, It is Cæſar's face 

And title. Then the Prince of grace, 
© To Cæſar Cæſar's things aſſign, 
And to the Deity divine.” 


PARABLE LXVI. 


The Woman and ber ſeven Brethren. 


TJ\HEN came the Sadducees, whoſe fett 
The reſurrection reject, 
And aſk'd him, Moſes has decreed, 


His brother then his wife muſt wed, 
And raiſe up iſſue in his ftead. 
% Now with us from one father roſe 
„ Sey'n brethren : and the eldeſt choſe 
<« A wife, whom childleſs he reſign'd, 
And to his brother left behind; 
This to the ſecond, and the third, 
„ Ev'n to the ſeventh man occurr'd. 
«© The woman likewiſe died at laſt. 
„Now, at the trump's reviving blaſt, 
„ Which 


Par. 66, The PARABLES. 

« Which with the woman ſhall be bleſs'd ? 
«For of all ſev'n ſhe was poſſeſs'd.“ 
Chriſt anſwer'd, . Ye have all miſtook, 

« Blind to God's pow'r and to his book. 

« For when again they ſhall ariſe, 

| «© They do exchange no marriage-ties, 

« And are in ſuch a ſtate of blifs 

« As angels. But, to clear up this, 

«* Have ye not read what was mply'd 
„When thus the great Jehovah cry'd, 
„ am the God of Abraham's ſeed, 
The God of Iſaac bound and freed, 

“ The God of Jacob ſtill alive, 

For death in him all ſouls ſurvive.” 
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PARABLE LXVIL 


The Hypocriſy of the Scribes and Phariſee— 
The ſtraining out a Gnat — The «white 
Sepulchres — The Hen gathering her Chic- 
kens, Oc. 


OE to the Phariſaic pride, 
And woe diſſembling Scribes betide 
For ye ſhut up God's heav'nly grace, 
And ſuch. as would Chriſt's reign embrace, 
Ye not permit to enter in, 
Nor will yourſelves the work begin, 
Woe to the Phariſaic pride, 
And woe diſſembling Scribes betide | 
For widows houſes ye devour, 
And make long pray'rs, pretending pow'r, 
For which ye, therefore, ſhall receive 
The ſentence that has no reprieve: 
Woe to the Pharifaic pride, 
And woe diſſembling Scribes betide 


To make one proſelyte your prey, 
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And he becomes by twofold more 

Hell's child, than you yourſelves before. 
Woe be to you, ye leaders blind, | 
That ſay, whoe'er himſelf ſhall bind 
Ev'n by God's temple, *twill not hold: 
But whoſo ſwears him by the gold, 
That gilds the temple, he muſt rue. 
Ye fools and blind! for of the two, 
Which has it, gold? or God's own home 
That ſanctifies the gilded dome? 

And by the altar who ſhall ſwear, 

Does nothing but the off” ring there, 
Who ſhall adjure, his oaths remain. 

Ye fools and blind ! which of the twain 
ls great, what for acceptance lies, 

Or what receives and ſanCtifies ? 

Who then adjure the altar dares, 

By that and all thereon he fwears; 

And who atteſts the church, atteſt 

Both that and him that's in it bleſt 3 
And whoſo ſwear by heav'n, imply 
God's throne and Him that fits on high. 
Woe to the Phariſaic pride, 

And woe diſſembling Scribes betide 
For tithe of aniſe, mint, ye pay, ' 
And cummin, but ye do not weigh 
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And ſo thou ſhalt of courſe provide 


For whited tombs your lives be like, 
Whoſe form and gloſs th' obſerver ſtrike : 


With dead men's bones, and all things naught. 


The greater points God's laws propoſe, 
As judgment, mercy, faith — all thoſe 
Ye ſhould have honour'd every one, 
Nor your own trifles left undone. | 
Blind teachers l that the gnat ſtrain out, 
And gorge the camel without doubt. 
Woe to the Phariſaic pride, 

And woe diſſembling Scribes betide ! 
For ye make clean th' exterior part 

Of cup and plate with care and art, 
Which yet contain, o'er-charg'd within, 
Exaction and exceſs of fin, 

Blind Phariſee ! firſt make thou clean 
What in the cup and plate are ſeen, 


To purify the outward fide. 
Woe to the Phariſaic pride, 
And woe diſſembling Scribes betide ! 


But inwardly with filth are fraught, 


Ev'n fo you outwardly appear 
To men as righteous and ſincere : 
Yet your falſe hearts belye your ſmile, 
Full of hypocriſy and guile. 
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Par, 67. The PARABLES, 
Woe to the Phariſaic pride, 
And woe diſſembling Scribes betide ! 
Becauſe the prophets vaults ye paint, 

| And deck the graves of ev'ry faint: 
And living in your fathers time, 

Ye cry, ye had not known their crime, 
Nor been in prophets blood imbru'd ; 
Wherefore ye of yourſelves conclude, 

| That you're the ſeed of murd'rers baſe : 
Fill up the meaſure of your race. 

Ye ſerpents ! vipers! one and all! 

How ſhall ye *ſcape a ſecond fall ? 
Wherefore, behold ! I ſend you down 
Seers, prophets, ſcholars of renown, 
And ye ſhall murder ſome, and ſome 
Shall nail on croſſes, when they come, 
Some ſhall in ſynagogues be ſcourg'd : 
So that againſt you may be urg'd 

The blood of all men ſhed on earth, 
That boaſted any plea of worth, 

| Ev'n from the cry of Abel's veins 

To holy Zachary's remains, 

'Twixt fane and altar who expir'd, 
A!l of this race ſhall be requir'd, 
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136 The PARA BLE S. Par. 67. 
O Salem ! Salem! whoſe fell rage 

Aſſaſſins each prophetic ſage, 

And ſtones God's ſervants from on high 

Sent for thy peace ! How oft would 1 

Have gather'd all thy race again, 

Ev'n as th'officious hen is fain 

Beneath her wings her brood to call ? 

But ye would not attend at all. 

Behold ! your houſe is left forlorn : 

For of this truth your tribes I warn. 

Me ſhall ye ſee again no more, 

Till ye ſhall ſay, as ye adore, 

«© All benediction, and all fame 

* On him that comes in Chrift his name!“ 
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PARABLE LXVII. 


The Ax laid to the Root of the Tree = 
The Lord's Fan, 


TOHN thus the multitudes appriz'd 
That came of him to be baptiz'd, 

O race of vipers ! who is he 

[That warns you future wrath to flee ? 
Bring fruit that's for repentance meet, 
And do not thus each other greet, 
We from the patriarch Abraham came.” 
For this I to you all proclaim, 

That God from forth theſe ſtones aſhore 
Can ſeed to Abraham reſtore, 
And now the ax, ſo oft defy'd, 

Is to the trees their root apply'd ; 

And that on which no fruit is found, 
I; fell'd and burnt upon the ground. 
What means, theſe terrors to avoid, 
(The people aſk'd) muſt be employ'd ? 
He ſays, Two garments do you wear, 
Give one away to him that's bare; 


2838 The PARABLES. Par. 68. 
Let him too that abounds with food, 
Be thus diſtributive and good. 
Then alſo to the baptiſm go 
The publicans, and pray to know, 
What, maſter, would you have us do? 
Exact no more than is your due.“ 
The ſoldiers too would underſtand, 
How they ſhould honour his command ? 
He ſaid, All violence refuſe, 
« Nor falſely any man accuſe, 
And be contented with your pay.” 
Now all th'expeCting people ſtay, 
And reaſon in their hearts, if John 
Be Chriſt ? — he anſw'ring thereupon 
To all in general replies, 
With water I indeed baptize, 
But one, far mightier than I, 
Comes after me, and now is nigh, 
The latchet of whoſe bleſſed ſhoes 
I am not worthy to unlooſe ; 
He ſhall baptize your inward parts, 
Whole ghoſtly pow'r ſhall purge your hearts 
In whoſe right hand the fan is ſeen, 
And he his threfhing-fAoor will clean, 
| In barns colle& the wheat intire, 
WW. And burn the chaff with ceaſcleſs fire. 
| P AR A- 
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PARABLE LXIX. 
The Temple of the Lord's Body. 


HEN Chriſt had purg'd his houſe of fin, 
And thoſe that ſold and bought therein, 
The Jews requir'd a ſign to fee | 
To warrant his authority. 
„Lay (ſays the Lord) this temple * 
In three days it ſhall be replac'd.“ 


| "Twas fix and forty years, they cry, 
Ere this houſe rear'd its head ſo high; 
Shall three days cauſe the like event? 
But he his bleſſed body meant. 


The Lord did uſually refuſe 
Such ſatisfattion to the Fetus: 
Nor is there any ſign, &v'n here, 
But that of Fonas, it is clear. 
Yet from this place th accuſers built 
Their hopes to tax the Lord with guilt, 
Becauſe they knew nor word, nor cauſe, 
Nor what he ſpake, nor who he was, 
| PAR A- 
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T HERE was a man of high degree 


He ſees not Jeſus in his reign. 


PARABLE LXX. 
_ The Second Birth. 


* 


Amongſt the Jews, a Phariſee, 
The fame to Jeſus Chriſt repair'd 
By night, and thus his mind declar'd: 
Rabbi, we perfectly deſcry, 
That thou'rt a teacher from on high; 
For no man can ſo far tranſcend, 
Unleſs his God his deeds attend. 
To him Chriſt Jeſus made reply, 
In deed, in very deed, ſay I, 
Except a man be born again, 


Then Nicodemus, In what ſenſe 
Can man in age new birth commence ? 
Can he return him to the womb, 
And there his childhood re- aſſume? 
Then Jeſus thus th' objecter preſs'd, 
'Tis truth, the very truth profeſs d, 


Par. 20. The PARABLES. 1 


No man can Chriſt in pow'r confront, 
But by the ſpirit and the font: 

Then marvel not that I maintain, 

Ye muſt indeed be born again. 
Where the wind liſteth it can blow, 
Thou hearſt the ſound, but doſt not know 
Whence comes it, or what point to touch ; 
Men in the ſpirit born are ſuch. 

Then ſaid the ruler, ſtill in doubt, 
How can. theſe myſt'ries be made out? 
Then Chriſt, Art thou a maſter here 
To whom theſe things do not appear? 
In truth, in very truth direct, 

We plainly ſpeak from intellect, 
And {till bear witneſs from our eyes, 
And ye our evidence deſpiſe. 

If earthly things ye not receive 

At telling, how will you believe 

If heav'nly things ſhould be diſplay'd ? 
For no man heav'n's aſcent has made, 
But He, the Son of man, profeſs'd, 


That came from heav'n of heav'n poſſeſs d. 


For in the deſart, as appear'd, 
The ſerpent Jethro's fon had rear d: 
Ev'n in ſuch wiſe, on ſuch a plan, 


They ſhall lift up the Son of man, 
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142 The PARABLES. Par. 20. 


Whoe'er on him their truſt repoſe : 


But he, that did as beſt behov'd, 


That they were done in God alone. 


That whoſoe'er their hearts ally 

To him, thro' faith, may never die, 
But be to endleſs life conſign'd. 

For God ſo greatly lov'd mankigd, 
That he gave up his Son and heir, 
That whoſo plac'd affiance there, 
Should not in jeopardy be caſt, 

But be to life eternal paſs'd. 

For God did not his Son degrade, 
That all men ſhould be convicts made, 
But that they ſhould thro' him be ſav d, 
For he has condemnation ſtav'd, 


But condemnation waits on thoſe 
Already, who deny the name 

Of God's begotten Son that came. 

And this is guilt, becauſe the light 
Illum'd the world divinely bright; 
But men did rather love their gloom: 
Thro' evil deeds in dread of doom. 
For men, whoſe ways are all unclean,, 
Hate light, nor chuſe they to be ſeen, 
Left their foul deeds ſhould be reprov'd : 


Seeks light, to have his workings known, 
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PARABLE LXXI. 


The Woman of Samaria. 


NHRIST in a certain town remains, 
\_A Call'd Sichar, in Samaria's plains, 
Near to that ſpot, the patriarch bleſs'd 

For Jofeph, in his will expreſs'd. 

Now Jacob's well was where he went, 
And Jeſus, with his journey ſpent, 

Sat down at eaſe upon the brink 

(The hour was then the ſixth) to drink 
When from Samaria thither came 

A woman — Chriſt addreſs'd the dame, 
Give me to drink.” (For his co-mates 
For meat had ſought the city-gates.) 
How comes it, Sir, to paſs, faid ſhe, 
That you ſhould aſk to drink of me, 
A woman of Samaria's place, 
And thou a man of Jewiſh race ? 
For with Samaritans the Jews 

All kind of intercourſe refuſe. 
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144 The PARABLES. Par. 77. 
Then Chriſt, Didfſt thou but underſtand 
«. God's gift, and him that aſks-thy hand, 
1 „ Thou'dſt offer'd of thine own accord, 
9 And hadſt receiv'd for thy reward 
ö 4 From life's eternal well a draught.” 
Sir, ſays the woman, thou. haſt nought 
Wherewith to draw, and deep the ſpring, 
Whence living water canſt thou bring? 
Canſt thou afford more pow'rful aid 
Than father Jacob, he that made 
This well, whence for himſelf he drew, 
His children, and his cattle too? 
Then Chriſt, Who to this water makes, 
„ Shall thirſt again; but whoſo takes 
The quick'ning water that I give, 
| 1 66 Shall never thirſt, but ever live. 
15 « For what I give to him in peace 
Shall be life's well-ſpring not to ceaſe.” 


1 Lord, with this water me ſuffice” 

Þ | That I nor thirſt nor draw, ſhe cries, 
Þ Says Chriſt, „o call thy huſband here, 
Fi « And wich him at this place appear.” 
0 No huſband in the world have I — 


„I have no huſband, is no he. 
4 have no huſband, is well ſaid: 
[it 6 F or five thou Hadft ; 3 but art not wed 
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« Unto the man you now receive.” 
| Sir, thou'rt a prophet, I believe. 
Our fathers worſhipp'd in this mount: 
But in reſpe& to your account, 
Jeruſalem's the place of pray'r, 
And we ſhould only worſhip there. 
The Lord returns, You may rely, 
« O woman, that the hour is nigh, 
« When neither here, as heretofore, 
« Nor there you ſhall your God adore. 
Le worſhip that ye do not know : 
But with the Jews it is not ſo, 
From where ſalvation comes in pow're 
For now arrives the very hour, 
« When faithful men, divinely meek, 
In ſpirit and in truth ſhall ſeek 
* The Father; 'tis the Father's will, 
* That ſuch their homage ſhould fulfill. 
God is a Spirit, we confeſs, 
In truth and ſpirit muſt we bleſs.” 
The woman anſwers, I am clear, 
Meſſias, call'd the Chriſt, is near, 
Whoſe coming all things ſhall explain, 

hen ſaid the Lord to her again, 
that ſpeak with thee am the Man.” 

\t which orden the woman ran, 

L | Without | 
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„Behold!] I ſay, lift up your eyes, 


146 The PARABLES, Par. 71. 
Without her water- pot, and calls | 
Unto the men within the walls, 

Come, ſee the Man, that did the tale 

Of all my life at once unveil; 

Is not this Chriſt himſelf . 

Then went the citizens with ſpeed. 

But mean time his diſciples pray'd, 

And urging, Maſter, eat, they ſaid. 

But he retyrn'd unto their pray'r, 

« Eat myſt I when you're not aware.” 
Then ' mongſt themſelves they aſk d, and ſought, 
Has any man ſome victuals brought? 

„My meat, he cries, is to fulfill 

„My Father's word, and do his will, 
„Do ye not ſay, four months remain, 

* And then arrives the time for grain: 


And look up to the crops that riſe, 

„ Which ſtand upon the fields around, 

* Already whit'ring all the ground, 

„% And he that reaps ſhall earn his hire, 

« And life's eternal fruit acquire, 
“% That. they that ſow, and they that reap, 
«© With joy one harveſt-home may keep: 

6% And herein a true proverb's ſhown, 


6 * Vas reaps what was by others ſown. 
(0 ] ſent 


Par. 51 The PARABLES, 
« ] ſent you to be reapers there 
« Of that, in which ye took no care : 
« Their labour other men beſtow'd, 
« And you upon the ſpoil abode.” 

And many of Samaria's race 
Believed on the Prince of Grace, 
For that the woman ſaid, “ The tale 
„Of all my life he did unveil,” 
do when the city came to greet 
The Lord, they did his ſtay intreat; 
And two days did he there abide: 
And many perſons more beſide 
beliey'd through faith in his own word, 
and with the woman thus conferr'd, 
Now we believe that he is true, 
Not for the words he ſpake to you 
* For we have heard him with our ears, 
* And to us all the truth appears ; 
* And in his words and deeds we find 
The Chriſt and Saviour of mankind.” 
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PARABLE LXXII. 


The Bread of God, 


HEN the great concourſe, newly (cd, 
Beyond ſea to Chriſt Jeſus ſped, 
Rabbi, how cam'ſt thou here? they cry'd; 
Then to them all the Lord reply'd, 
„In very truth the Lord ye ſought, 
&© Not for the miracles he wrought, 
| « But for the loaves, your ample treat, 
F % When rank'd upon the graſſy ſeat. 
Toil not for periſhable food, 
«© But that which is a laſting good, 
« Which Chriſt unto you all ſhall deal, 
« For him did God the Father ſeal.” 
What muſt we do, and what decline, 
(They ſay) to work the works divine? 
1 Chriſt anſwer; d, This ſhall God content, 
1 That ye believe in Him he ſent.” 
| They ſay, What fign then do'ſt thou fhew, 
| That we may fee? What do'ſt thou do! 
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Ourfathers in the deſart waſte 

Did of celeſtial manna taſte, 

According to the word expreſs, 

He gave them bread from heav'n to bleſs. 

« In very truth (the Lord purſu'd) 

« 'Twas Moſes gave you heav'nly food; 

« But God my Father in his love 

« Gives truer bread from heay'n above : 

« For God's good bread that feeds the heart, 

i: Is He that could from heav'n depart 17 

« To quicken a loſt world.” — They cry, 

Lord, evermore this bread ſupply. 

] am the bread (the Lord repeats) 

« Of life. Whoever me intreats, - 

Shall never know fierce hunger's pain, 

„Nor can the faithful thirſt again. 

„But I have told you, ye have view'd, 

« Yet not believ'd the things I ſhew d. 

« I came to do and to enjoin 

„My Father's pleaſure, and not mine. 

* And this is his great will at large 

** Which ſent me, That of all my charge 

© I ſhould have nothing caſt aways 

© But raiſe it at the latter day: 

And thus too ſhall his will be done, 

That ev'ry man that ſees the Son, | 
L3 And 
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| & And owns him, wins th' immortal prize, 
| « And at my judgment fhall he riſe.” 
Ihe Jews then murmur'd one and all, 
| That he himſelf the bread ſhould call 
That came from heav'n. And is he not 
{ The fon the carpenter begot, 
| Joſeph by family and name ? 
ö How is it that from heay'n he came? 
To them then did the Lord retort, 
| „Do not yourſelves by murmurs thwart, 
„No mortal can embrace my caufe, 
| « Save whom th' Almighty Father draws, 
; „And I will raiſe him in the end. 
* 66 It thus is in the prophets penn'd, 
1 And they ſhall all of God be taught. 
| « Each man then that has heard in thought, 
| f „And has internal eyes to ſee, 
| Will by my Father come to me. 
“Not that there's any man can view 
[ & The. Father, ſave the faithful few 


© That are of Him, they fee indeed. 
In truth, in very truth, his creed, 
«© Who truſts in me, ſecures his biiſs : 
] am the bread of life for this. 
„ Your ſires eat manna, and are dead: 
This is the true celeſtial bread, fy 
WB + 4% That 


_ 3 . 2 S . FALL ** * * * 
* 
. = 8 — — — . "4 — 
TTT ed oe re a nee. ons 


4 


Om ly roo ne Tm mma ocourlbÞ©s 


— 


Par. 72. The PARABLES. 151 
That a man eat, and never die: 
I am ſuch nurture from the ſky : 
« Whoe'er ſhall live on this repaſt, 
« His life ſhall through all ages laſt, 
My fleſh I give, the bread of grace, 
To fave for life all human race“ 
The Jews then mongſt theniſelves did ſtrive, 
How can we eat this man alive ? 
In very truth (ſays Chriſt afreſh) 7: 
„ Unleſs you eat your Saviour's fleſh, 
* And drink his blood; ye have no lives; 
„Who then ſhall eat and drink revives : 
For him I finally will raiſe, . 
Since meat for grace and drink for praife 
My fleſh and blood ſiriterely be. 

« Who thus ſhall fare, muſt dwell in me, 
And I in him. With ſuch intent 
As me the living Father ſent, 

And I by him exiſt; ev'n ſo 
Who cat me in my grace ſhall grow. 
This is that bread from hea v' ſupply'dy 
<< Not what your fathers eat, and died! 
% For he that of this bread ſhall. feed, 
* Muſt live for ever in his deed,” 
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PARABLE LXXIII. 


Many Manſions in God's Houſe. 


ET not your hearts be ſunk with grief: 
In God you reſted your belief: 
Believe likewiſe in me. Above 
In God's great houſe of peace and love 
Are many robms for ſouls inſpher'd ; 
If *twere not ſo, ye ſhould have heard. 
I go your manſions to prepare 
And if I find you places there, 
I will come after my deceaſe, 
And take you to myſelf in peace : 
And where I am about to go, | 
And how to follow me, ye know. 
Lord, (Thomas ſaith) thou doeſt not ſay, 
Where goeſt thou, can we know the way! 
To him then Jeſus made reply, | 
© The way, the truth, the life am I: 
None but by me can have acceſs 
“ Unto my Father's happineſs. 
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« Of me, had your conceits been true, 


1710 


« You would have known my Father too: 
« But henceforth ye ſhall have the grace 


* To know and ſee him face to face.“ 


Par. 73. 
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[Though the following Paſſages of tlic 
New Teſtament be not Parables, yet as 
they are altogether pertinent to our pre- 
ſent Deſign, we have not ſcrupled to in- 
ſert them.] 
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CHRIST diſputing among ft the Doctors. 


OW when the Lord was twelve years oid, 
The cuſtomary feaſt to hold, 

His parents to the city went; | 

And when the feſtal days were ſpent, 

The child, as they went home again, 

Did at Jeruſalem remain. 

But this they did not underſtand, 

And rather thought he was at hand 

Amongſt the trav'lers by the way: 

They therefore journey'd for a day, 

And of each neighbour and each friend, 

When they had ſought him to no end, 


They 
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ö 
1 
They to the city turn'd about | = 
Determining to find him out . 1 
And this was the event at laft, | | 1 j 
That, after full three days were paſt, 6 
Him in the temple plac'd they found | 
With learned doctors all around, | 
Whom he did hear by turns debate, | 
And from his ſeat interrogate : | a 
And all admir'd a child fo wiſe, | N 
Struck with his reas'ning and replies, | | 
And when his parents came in view, Fg 
They were in great amazement too. f 
And Mary ſaid unto him, Son, | 
What is this thing that thou haſt done ? [88 
Behold, thy father here, with me, ' 4 
Has ſought thee in anxiety. | | 1 
And he, “ What is it that you ſought ? | Mi 5 
Had ye not yet ſo much of thought, C 1 
{© That I muſt needs with care purſue \\l 
The work my Father bids me do? q ; | 
1 
CHRIST 7 the church did firf repair, | 14 
Aud open d his commiſſion there; ö | 
TOY 


Before the elders of the Jews 
The tendency of grace he ſhes, 
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ll And with their beſt divines conferr'd 
ll bout the beauty of his word. 

N | Mean time in vain his earthly fire 
And mother after him inquire : 

? For his great work he muſt begin, 
Promulge the GOSPEL, ſilence ſin, 
With all his heart and mind ABO VE, 
And all his labour that of Love. 
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The Diſciples pluck the Ears of Corn on the 


Sabbath-day. 


HRIST JESUS on a certain morn 
Went through a held of ſtanding corn; 
This happen'd on the Sabbath-day, 
And his diſciples on the way 
Were hungry, and began to eat 
From the rubb'd ears the ripen'd wheat. 
'The Phariſees, when this they ſaw, 
Said, thy diſciples break the law, 
And on the Sabbath act amils ; 
But he his anſwer made to this, 
What, have ye never read the place, 
How David did in ſuch a caſe, 
«© As he was hungry, with the band, 
„That then was under his command, 
* How to the houſe of God he ſped, 
„ And from the altar took the bread, 
«© That bread not ever lawful known 
© To eat but for the prieſts alone? 
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Or have ye not read this at leaſt, 
That in the temple every prieſt 

May ſtill the Sabbath-day profane, 
And yet in innocence remain ? 

But to you all it ſhall appear, 

One greater than the temple's here. 
And had ye known what this implies, 
I mercy chooſe, not ſacrifice, 

Ye had been tempted to relent, 


And not condemn'd the innacent : 


For, know, the Son of Man bears [way 


Ev'n ſov'reign of the Sabbath-day.“ 


Pilate 
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Pilate and the Galileans. ji 
ND ſome in company relate f 
Th' unhappy Galileans fate | 1 
Whoſe mingled off'rings Pilate burn d 0 
With their own blood, — The Lord return d, 4 
Think ye, they ſinn'd in a degree nn 
* Beyond all men of Galilee, 14 
That they were doom'd to undergo 5 
Such cruelties? I tell you, No. | 
„ But if you do not ſoon repent, 1 
„Ve all ſhall ſhare a like event, J'1 
Or thoſe eighteen on whom there ruſh'd I 
„ Siloam's falling tow'r and cruſh'd, 11 
Think ye, they did the crimes outweigh 4 | 
„Of all the Jews? TI tell you, nay, _ 8 


“ But if ye do not ſoon repent, 
„Ve all ſhall ſhare a like event.“ 


Mem never God's reſentment feel 
More fierce, than when they dare to deal 
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In judgments. Tis the Lord alone, 
By whom all circumſtance is known : 
How force impellt, how treach'ry lurks, 

How wrath, and how temptation works ; 
How fiends appreach, when grace withdraws, 
I bat boldneſs, or abaſhment cauſe ; 
How wealth puffs up, how hardſhips drive, 
How worldlings puniſh, or connive. 
Then inward turn thy conſcious eyes, 


And ſelf-condemn'd, be meeſ and wiſe, 
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Chris delivereth the Woman taken in Adul- 


tery. 


HRIS T to the mount of olives fled, 
And early in the morning ſped 

Back to the temple yet again, 

And all the folk, a numerous train, 

Did to his reſidence repair, 

And he ſat down and taught them there... 
Then came the Phariſaic band, 

And Seriv'ners, having in their hand 

A woman in adult'ry found, | 

And ſhewing her the Lord, they ſound, 
„Lord, this is an adult'reſs baſe, 

And far too evident the caſe. 

Now Moſes, that we might atone 

For ſuch, commanded us to ſtone : 
But what ſay'ſt thou? — The wily Jews 
Thus preſs'd him, that they might accuſe. 
But Jeſus ſtoop'd upon the ſpot, 

And with his finger ſomething wrote, 
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Making as though he nothing heard : 
So when they aſk'd, and perſever'd, 
Recov'riny of himſelf, ſaid he, 

Whoſo from carnal vice is free 

Amongſt you all, let him begin 
To ſtone this woman for her fin. 

And then again, his body bent, 

He wrote upon the ground intent. 
This when the multitude had heard, 
(Not one by his own conſcience clear'd) 
Sneak'd man by man from Chriſt and truth, 
Ev'n from the eldeſt to the youth: 

So that they left the Prince of Grace, 
And woman ſtanding in the place. 

When Jeſus then himſelf anew 

Had rais'd with nothing in his view, 

Except the woman, he inquir'd, 

„Woman, where are thy foes retir'd ? 

Art thou by none a convict made? 


Lord, not by any one, ſhe ſaid. 


Then anfw'ring her again, ſaid he, 
Thou art no convict made by me: 
< The Lord moſt merciful adore, 


«© And go thy ways, and fin no more.” 
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The Story of Zaccbeus. 


HROUGH Jericho as Jeſus cam ] 
A man (Zaccheus was his name) | 
Chief of the Publicans for gold | 
And pow'r, ſought Jeſus to behold; _ | 1 
But could not for the preſs his eyes i} 
Indulge by reaſon of his ſize. | 
He therefore haſty ran before, ; 4 
And climb'd upon a ſycamore, | 
That he his paſſing Lord might ſee, | 1 | 
Who when he came beſide the tree, | | 
Look'd up, and ſaw him o'er his head, 

« Zaccheus, haſte, come down, he ſaid ; 
For in thy houſe this very day 
** Thy Lord has purpoſed to ſtay.” 

He therefore coming down in haſte, 
With joy his holy Gueſt embrac'd : 
Which when obſery'd by all the reſt, 
They murmur'd, that he went a gueſt 


With one ſo much immers'd in ſin. | | i | 
Mean time Zaccheus ſtood within, . 1 1 | 
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And faid unto the Lord, “ Behold, 
The half of my ill-gotten gold 
I give the poor; and if by theft, 
% Or falſhood, any I've bereft, 
% Four-fold the ſame I will replace.” 
Then anſwer'd Jeſus, This day grace 
Is come upon this houſe ; for he 
Is alſo Abraham's progeny. 


Praiſe-worthy in a high degree 
Is godly curiotty ; 
To ſearch the Lord, above, arcand. 
If haply he may yet ba found. 
Short-ſighted reaſon, \dwarf defire, 
Are faith and zeal when lifted bigb'r. 
Then on the Tree of Life ſublime 
With hands and knees devoutly climb ;, 
Catch merey's moments as they fly, 
Bebel ! the Lord is paſſing by. 
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The poor Widow commended. 


HRIST ſaw ſome men of wealth and rank 
Throw money in the public bank, 
And ſaw a needy widow'd dame 
Caſt in two mites into the ſame : 
He then this obſervation made, 
And unto thoſe around he ſaid, 
« This widow, needy and oppreſs'd, 
« Has done far more than all the reſt. 
For theſe from their abundance deal 
* To God and to the common-weal : - 
But ſhe from an impoveriſh'd lot, 
Has caſt in all that ſhe had got.” 


Much i Is awd, hg A is giv'n, 
And in proportion as they've thriv'n, 
Men ſhould the Lord with wealth adore. 
But when from a contracted flore 
You by ſmall means attain great ends, 
Then virtue tow'rs, and grace tranſcends. 
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The elder ſaint began to ſay, 
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The Trangfiguration. 


"NHRIST JESUS. on a certain day 
OU pon a mountain went to pray, 
Commanding Peter to be there, 

And John and James to join in pray'r: 


When, lo! the faſhion of his face 


Was alter'd through exceeding grace, 

And all his garments gliſtring white 

By far outſhone the morning-light : 

And, lo! two- men talk'd with them there, 


Which Moſes and Elias were, 


Who came in glory from their peace, 


And ſpake to him of his deceaſe, 
To happen in a certain ſpace, 


And nam'd Jerufalem the place. 
Peter mean time and th' other twain 


Slept ſound, and when they woke again, 
The bright appearance that he made, 
And two men with him they ſurvey'd : 


Now haply as they went away, 


: 40 Lord, 
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< Lord, it is pleaſant to abide, 
« And in this place let us provide 
<< Three tabernacles for the three, 
Elias, Amram's ſon, and thee.” 
This ſpake he on that great event, 
Not underſtanding what he meant. 
A cloud deſcended over-head, 
And cover'd them, as this he ſaid; 
And now their hearts began to quake, 

As in the cloud they entrance make : 
And from the cloud a voice there broke, 
Which thus the trembling ſaints beſpoke, 
This is my beſt beloved Son, 

„ Attend that his commands be done 
When thoſe diſciples heard the ſound, 
They ſtraight fell proſtrate to the ground. 
But Chriſt approaching to their aid. 
And touching them, ** Be not afraid, 
(He cry'd) “ but inſtantly ariſe.” 

And when they lifted up their eyes, 
No man they either ſee or hear, 

Save Jeſus only ſtanding near : 


1,” 


And as the mountain's brow they leave, | 


From Chriſt they this command receive, 
This viſion to no man explain, 


8 Con your Lord be ris'n again.. 
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Our Saviour's want, and friendleſs late, 
Which all the race of wordlings hate, 
Mere one great cauſe the reſtif Fetus 
Did his bleſt ambaſſage refuſe: 

Hence ev'n the very twelve were prone 
To flee and leave the Lord alone. 

He therefore ſhew'd this glorious fight, 
| Transfigur'd into ghi/tly light, 

: To fortify the faith of thoſe 

g Which from the choſen he had cboſo. 
The caution giv'n, that they ſhould hide 
This viſion, till their Maſter died 
And roſe again, was on this wiſe, 
Leſt envy *mongſt the nine ſhould riſe ; 
Or drive the Fews by crime on crime, 


To cut off Chrift before his time. 
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The fiery Diſciples. 


OW when the time was near compleat 
When Chriſt muſt re- aſſume his ſeat, 


He fat his face with ſtedfaſt view 

The way tow'rds Salem to purſue, 

And meſſengers before him ſent, 

Who to a certain village went, 

By the Samaritans poſſeſs'd, 

And there proviſion would have dreſs'd, 
But they deny'd the Prince of Grace, 
Becauſe towards that hated place, 
ſeruſalem, his courſe he ſteer'd ; 

Which James and John no ſooner heard, 
But to Chriſt Jeſus they apply, | 
Lord, ſhall we ſummon from the ſky 
Upon their heads conſuming fire, 

As did Elias in his ire?” 

But Jeſus turn'd, and in offence 

Rebuk'd them for their vehemence, 

And ſaid, “ Ye know not, in your zeal, 
What ſpirit wakes the wrath ye feel; 
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110 The PARABL ES. 
% For Chriſt his miſſion's not deſign'd 
To ſacrifice, but fave mankind.“ 


All bold oppoſers to conſume 

In the true flile of modern Rome, 
Theſe zealots were for fire and fword, 
To make ChriſPs holy name ador'd. 
But he againſt fuch zeal PROTESTS, 
His peaceful ſiuay no wrath infeſts; 
But all his reign, and all his race, 
Are truth and mercy, love and grace. 
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Martha reproved. 


OW haply in their way they came 
| Unto a certain village-dame, 

Call'd Martha, who did entertain, 
And make them in her houſe remain ; 
And with her was a ſiſter dear, 

Nam'd Mary, who was glad to hear 
'The word of Chriſt with heed diſcreet, 
And ſat obſequious at his feet. 

But Martha was perplex'd with care, 
Eager to ſerve and to prepare, 

And ſhe with her complaints drew nigh, 
Lord, doſt thou not regard that I 
Am left to ſerve alone? ſhe ſaid, 
Bid Mary that ſhe lend her aid.” 
But, „ Martha, Martha, Chriſt return'd, 
For many things thou art concern'd ; 
But one thing needful is profeſs'd, 
And Mary's part is far the beſt, 

Which ſhe has choſen here this day, 

And I ſhall never take away.” 
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All worldly work and carnal cares 
Are little to the foul's affairs : 
Laborious man would make pretence, 

| And challenge heav'n by diligence ; 

9 And while he's hoarding for the moth, 
j Thinks he ſhall *ſcape eternal wrath, 
No. — Ghoſtly toil and mental pain, 
For bleſt incorruptible gain, 

Are that which Chriſt our hope deſires, 
And dread neceſſity requires. 
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Our Saviour waſhing his Di ſciples Feet. 


ROM ſupper when the LoRp aroſe, 
Aſide his garments he beſtows, 
Then with a towel girt about 
His loins, he pours fome water out 
Into a baton, and began 
To dip their feet in man by man, 
And ſtraightway with the towel dry'd, 
The which his girded loins ſupply'd. 
Then he to Simon Peter came, 
Who with. anxiety and ſhame 
Cry'd out, “Lord, do'ſt thou waſh my feet? 
Then Chriſt, in condeſcenſion ſweet, 
Thou know'ſt not what theſe things imply 
At preſent, but ſhalt bye and bye.” 
O Lord, (did Peter then rejoin) 
Thou ſhalt not waſh theſe feet of mine. 


_ Chriſt anſwer'd, If I waſh thee not, 


With me thou haſt no part or lot.” 
Lord, not alone my feet (he ſaid) 
But waſh my hands, and waſh my head. 


Says 
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_— The PARABLES. 
Says Chriſt, ** Whoſe feet I waſh to-night, 


« They're pure and holy in my ſight, 
« And for their body have no call: 

© Thus are ye cleanſed : but not all.” 
(He knew by whom he was betray'd, 
And therefore this exception made. ) 

So after he had waſh'd their feet, 

And took his garments and his ſeat, 

He then did queſtion every one, 

« Know ye how much for you is done ? 
« Me Lord and Maſter ye revere, 
And ye ſay well. The truth is clear. 
« If then your Lord and Maſter deign 
«© To waſh your feet, tis very plain 
In likewiſe that ye ought to do, 
And waſh each man his fellow's too. 


„ The truth, the very truth I ſay, 


His Lord the ſervant muſt not ſway, 
« Nor does the poor man, ſent on earth, 
“Exceed the ſender's endleſs worth. 
6 If all theſe things ye comprehend, 
« You're bleſs'd to goodneſs if they te 

The Lord, &er yet they drag him hence, 
Did this laſt charity diſpenſe, 
Thus his Apeſiles feet prepare 
News evangelical to bear, 
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But mark what time he makes bis claim, 
Avouching his majeſtic name, 

Evn when humility was great, 

And meekneſs, meekneſs at the height, 

* Me Lord and Maſter, as ye greet, 
I ſerve your board, and waſh your feet.“ 
Much too for their eternal uſe 

From hence all Chriſtians ſhould deduce, 
That brother brother ſhould attend 

As kind affiſtant, guide, and friend, 
To help to purge all filth away, 

And every long laborious day, 

To lend a hand to ſpeed the plough, 

Or ſhoulder to the burthen bow. 


Neſpect the pattern ſet on high, 
And learn of Car1sT to live and die. 
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